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THE, 


PREFACE. 


Aving of late tim obſerv'd the Heat, Averſion 

and Scorn with which ſome men hae treated 

all choughts'of 'Eaſe 't9 Church Diſſenters, T 

confck, I had a more then ordigary Cur tofity to'cxa- 
mine the grounds thoſe Gentlemen went upon : For 1 
could not tell how to chink Moderation ſhould be 2 
Vice, where Chriſtianity was a Verttie, when the great 
Doctor of that Religion-commmands, chat-Our Modere- 
tion be known unto all men; and why? For the Lord's at 
hand: And what to do? but to judge our Rancer, and 
rctalate and puniſh our B7tterneſs. of Spaxit, | And to 
| ay. true ; "tis. a {eyere. reflection we draw upon our 
ſclycs, that though Pagan Emperors 'could endure the 
Add: efſes of primitive Chriſtians, and C briflian Caſars 
ſhould be #1 oh, of Gacanes. an Of Cniec co leck 
 1t, orhave it of a Chriſtian Prince, whoſe Intereſt I 
darc fay it 1s, and who himſelf fo lately wanted it*: 
Bur the Conlidcration, of the Redſon of this Offence, 
will encreaſe our admiration; for they tell us, 'ris, dar 
gerous 


"0 The PREFACE. 
gerons to the Prince. to-ſufſer-it , while the Prince-1s 
Final a Diſſenter : This Dyfliculey is beyond all skill 
to remove, that it ſhould be againſt the Intereſt of a 
Diſſenting Prince;to indulge Diſſpat. on tho it will be 


granted- there arc<fffencers on differing Principles | 


from thoſe of the Prince, yet they are ſtill. Diſſenters, 


and Iiſſent being-the Princes Intereſt, it will natural. 


|» follow, that thoſe Diſlenters are in the Intereſt of 
the Prince, whether they-think on it or no: 

Intereſt willnor Lye : : Men embark'd in the- fame 
Veſſel, feek the fafery of the Whole,-in their. Own, what- 
ever other Differences they may- have: And Self- 
Safety is the higheſt worldly. Security -a Prince can 
have ; for tho.all Parties-would rejoyce their own 
Principles prevailed, yet every one 1s more folicitous 
aboutats owr-Safety, then the others Verity, Where- 
fore it cannot be-unwiſe; by.the ſecurity of -All, to 
' make it the Intercſt-as well as Duty of All, to ad- 
 yance that of-the Publick:- 


Angry things then ſet aſide, As matters now arc, 


What 3s 'beſt-to be done 2. This I take to be the Wiſe 


Man's Queſtion, . as-to-<confider and.an{wer it, will be 


his Bufines. Moderationis a Chriſtian Duty,and it has . 


eyer bcen the Prudent Man's Practice.- For thoſe 
Governments. that have uſed 1t in their Conduct have 
"Succeeded belt in all Ages, - 
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 Iremember, it's made in'Livythe Wiſdom of the 
" Romans, that” they relaxed-their hand to the Priver- 


nates , afid thereby made them moſt faithful to their 


Intereſt. And it prevailed fo miuch with the Perilians, 


that they would endure any Excremity from Hanni- 
bal, rather than deſert their-Frachdſhip, eventhen;when 
the Ronians diſcharged ther Fidelity, and ſeritthem the 
Diſpair of knowing they couldnot relieve them. So 
did one Act of Humanity overcome the Faliſci above 
Arms : Which confirms that noble Saying of Seneca, 
Mitins imperanti, Melius paretur, "the Mildeſt Con- 
duct is beſt obeyed. * A Truth Cilebrated by Grorius 


and Campanella; Practiſed doubtles, by the brayeſt 


Princes: For C YR US- extceded when he .Built the 


' Jews a Teinple, "and hinifelf no Jew: ALEXAN- 


DER Aftoniſh'd the Princes of his Train with the 
profound Veneration he paid the High Prieſt of that 
People : And AUGUSTUS was fo far from Sup- 
preſſing the Jewiſh Worſhip, that he ſent Hecatombs to 
Jeruſalem to encreaſe their, Devotion. Moderation fil'd 
the Reigns of the moſt Renowned Caeſars: And ſtory 


ys; they were Nero's and Caligula's that loy'd Crucky:. 


But others tell us that Dutſcnters arc moſtly Anti- 
monarchical, and fo not to be Indulged, arid that the 
Agreement of the Church of England atid Romie in 
Menarchy and Hirarchy, with thew neernchs in other 
X * thing 
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things. ſhould: oblige” her to grant the Roman: Ca. 1 


tholicks a ſpecial Eaſe, exduſive of the other Diſlen-_ 


ters. But with the leave of thoſe Wordy Gentlemen, 
I-would fay, no body isagainſt that which is for him: 
And, that .the averſion apprchended to. be. in ſome 


againſt the Monarchy, rather comes from Intereſt then 
Principles ;. For Goyernments were never deſtroy'd by 


the Intereſts they. Preſerve. . 

In the next: place, it is as plain, that there is a Fur- 
damental Difference between thoſe Churches in Reli- 
gion and Intereſt,” In Relrgion, it appears by a Compa- 
riſon of the Thirty Nine Articles with the Dodtrine of 
the Council of Trent. In Intereſt, they Differ ; Funda-- 
mentally, becauſe our Church is in the Actual Poſleli- 
on of the Churches and Livings that the other Church 


Claims. What better Mixture then can theſe Two. 


Chutches make then that of For and Clay >.,Nor do I 


chink it well dg'd, or wiſe in any that pretend to be. 


Sons. of the Church of England,” to ſcek an Accommo- 
datign from the,Topick of Afinity, ſince *tis that ſome 


of her Diſſenters havealways Opjectcd, and ſhc'as con-h, 


Rantly Deny'd to be true. 

I fay, this Way of Reconciling or Indulging Roman 
C Catholicks, ſtumbles far greater Numbers of pcople of 
nearer Creeds, and gives the Church cf England the 


Lye. But ſippoſe the Trick took, and they only of all . 
Dullenters £. 
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Diſkenters -had Indulgence, yet. Their” Pauciry: con-- 


. | fiderd, Iam ſure, a pair of . Sir Henelm Dighy's 
| Breeches would ſet with as good a grace upon the late 


| Lord Rochefters Dwarf.  Uporr the: whole Matter, 
Let Men have Eaſe, and They will keep it; For thoſe 
' thatmight Plot ro Get 1t, would nor Plot to Loſe it. Men 
loye the Bridge they need and Paſs : And that Prince 
who has his People faſt by Intercſt, holds them by the. 
| ſtrongeſt humane Tye; for other Courſes haye faild 
| as often as they have been try'd. Letus then once Try a _ 
| True Liberty :- Never did the Circumſtances of 'any 
Kingdom lie more open and fair to fo blefled an Ac- - 
commodation-as we do at this time. . | 
| * But wearetold, The King has Promisd to Maintain 
\ tbe Church of England, as by Law Eſtabliſh'4': I grant. 
it: Bur if. the Church of England claims the King's 
Promife of Proteftion , her Diſenters cannot forget.7hat-- 
of his Clemency : And as they were both. great, and: 
adnurably diſtinguiſh'd, ſo by no means are they in-- 
| conſiſtent or impracticable. _ we 

a Will rothis Juſtice let him be wanting. in the One + 
Bitcah his Greatneſs of Mind Ict him leave the 0ther 
bchind him in the. Storm, unpiried and anhelb; > Par- 
| don me, we haye not to do with-ar-inſenſible Prince, / 
but one that has. been 7: oucht with our Infirmities':”. 
Morxe then any Body fit to judge our Cauſe, by the: 
(hare 
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"Tharche once had in it. Who ſhould give Eaſe like the 
: Prince that has wanted it ? To ſuffer for his own Con- 
ſcience, lookt Great.z but -todeliver other Mens, were 
Glorious. It: is a fort of paying the Vows of his Ad- 
© verſity, -andit cannot therefore be done by any one 
cle, with ſo much 7zftice and Example. 

| Farber from me toſolicte any thing in Deminu- 
+ tion of the juſt Rights of the Church of England: Let 
her reſt protected where ſhe is. But Thope, none will 
be thought to intend her wrong, for refuſing to under- 
. ſtand the Kings Promiſe to her, in a Ruinous. ſenſe to all 
Others; and Iam-ſure the would underſtand hcr own 
Intereſt better, if ſhe were of the ſame Mind. ' For it is 
morally-1mpoſſible that a Conſciencious Prince can be 
thought to have ty:d himſelf to-compel others to a 
- Communion,;that himſelf cannot t:ll-how-to be of; or 
-that any thing can oblige him to ſhake the Firmneſs of 
-thoſche has confirmed by his own Royal Example, 
_ . Having then fo Hlluſtruousan Inftance of Integrity, 
as the hazard of theloſs of Three Crowns for Conſcience. 
Let it at leaſt, - excuſe Diflenters Conſtancy, and pro- 
yoke the Friends of the Succeſſion to Moderation, thaf 
no man may loſc his-Birth-Right tor his Perſwaſion, and 
us to live Dutifully, and ſo Peaceably under our own 
Vine, and under our own Fig-Trec,with G/ory to God oe 
'High, to the King Honour, and Good-Will to all Men. 


| 
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SPS OD ERA TION, the Subjeft of this- 
SEXES Diſcourſe,is in plainer Engliſh, Liberty - 
- M WL of Conſcience to Churrh Diſlenters : 
vn; -y 8 A Cauſe T have, with all Himility un- 
SSI Abes dertaken to plead,againſt the Prejudices -. 
EARS of the Times. . 

That there is:fuch a thing. as Conſcience, and the 
Liberty of it, in reference to Faith and Worſhip towards 
God, muſt not be denied, even by thoſe, that are moſt 
ſcandal'd at the 1/1 uſe ſome ſeem to have. made of fuch 
Pretences. Bur to ſettle the Terms : By Conſcience; 1 
underſtand the Apprehenſion and: Perſwaſion « max has of his 
Duty to God :. By Liberty of Conſcience, 1 mean, 4 Fe 
and open Profeſſion. and Exerciſe of that Dity ; eſpecially in 
Waorlkip: But Talwayes premiſe this Con/crence to keep + 
within the bounds of Moralry, and that it he neither Fran- - 
tick nor Miſchieveus but.a Good Subjet#,.”- 3 Good Child, 
a Good Servant in all the sffz:rs of Life : As exat to yield 
to Ceſer the things that are Czſar's, as jealous of with- 
holding from Goa the thing that is Goa's: 1n brief, he -_ 
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"that acknowledges the civil Goverment under which he | 
' lives, and*that maintains no.. principle hurtfull to his 

Neighbour -in his-civil property : For he that ia any 
thing violates his Duty to theſe Relations, cannot be ſaid 
to obſerye it ro God, who ought to have his Tribute out 

\of it. ©S#ch\do not reject their Princes* Parent, Maſter or | 
\ Mejghbapr bit God 4vho enjoyns thatDutytohim. Thoſe 

Pathetick words of Chriſtwill naturally enough reach the ' 

caſe, * In that ye did it not to them, ye tia it not to me; for | 
Duty to fackrRelations have a divineStamp; And divine | 
Right runs through-more thyggs of the World, and Afts 
of our Lives then we are aware of: And Sacriledge may 
- be committed againſt \more- than the Church. -Nor-will 
a Dedication to God, -of the Robbery from Man, ' expi- 
.ate the Guilt of Diſobedience: For though Zeal coutd 
.tura Goffip , to. Fheft, his ;Altars would renounce the 
- Sacrifice, , 131 In eco , af pr 
The Conſcience then that I ſtate, and the Liberty T pray, 
-earrying {0 great a Salvo and Deference to publick. and 
private Relations, no.illdefign, can with any Juſtice, be 
-fxt upon the Author, or Refleftion upon the 'Subjett, 

whieh by this time, I think, I may venture. to call a 

_ - But to this ſo much eraved, as well as needed Toleration, 
I meet with two ObjeCtions of weight,the falving of which 
, will make way for it in this Kingdom. And thefrlt is a Dis- 

. belief of the Poſſibility of the thing. Toleration of Diſſent- 
 3ng Worſhips from that eſtabliſh t, is not prafticable (ſay ſome) 

without danger t0 the State, with which it « interwoven, This 
23s Political. The other ObjeCtions is, That admitting Diſſent- 
#ers tobe im the Wrong (which « always premiſed by the Nation- 
41 Church) ſuch Latitude were the-way to keep up the Diſ-union, 
EF inftead of compelling them into a better Way leave them in the 


poſſe [ron 


* 


; 
poſefſou and perſnit of their old Errors,  Thisis Religions, | 


vernment, for any other Perſwaſion, as that.. *Tis true, *is 


thuok I have given the ObjeCtions fairly, *twill be my next 
buſineſs to an{wer them as fully, 

The ftrength of the firſt Obje&tion againſt this Liberty, 
is the Denger ſuggeſted to the State; the Reafon is, the Na- 
tional Form being z#terwoven with the Frame of the Goverg- 
ment. But this ſeems to me only ſaid, and not only (with 
ſubmiſhon) not prov'd, but not true : For the eſtabliſhr 
Religion and Worſhip are no other ways interwoven with 
the Government, than that the Government makes profeſ. 
ſion of-them, and by divers Laws has made them the: Cor- 
rant Religion, and required all the Members of the Statg to 
conform to it. | 

This is nothing but what may as well be done by the Go- 


not ealie. to change an eſtabliſh't Religicn, nor is that the 
Queſtion weare upon; but State Religions have been cyags 
without the change of the States. We ſee this in the Go- 
vernments of m_y and Dexmark ugon the Reformation : 
But more clearly and near our ſelves, 1n the caſe of Henry the 
eighth, Edward the jo Queen Mary and Elizabeth ; for the 
Mgnarchy #ood, the Family remained and ſucceeded under all 
the &cvolutions of State-Religion, which could not have 
been, had the Propoſition been generally true, 

The change of Religion then, does not meceſſari/ychange 
the Government, or alter the State ; and if ſo; « fortiors, In- 
dulgence of Church-Diſſenters, ' does not neceſſarily hazard a 
change of the State, where the preſent State-Religion or 
Chureh remains the ſame; for That I premiſe. k 

Some may ſay, That it were more facile to x from one 
National Religion to another, than to maintain the  Mowar 
and Church, againft the Ambition and Faition of divers 
diſſenting Parties. But this is improbable at leaſt. For it 
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were to ſay, That it is an eaſier thing to change a whole 
Kingdom, than with the 'Soveraign Power, followed with 
Armies, Navies, Judges, Clergy, and all the Conformifts of 
the Kingdom, to ſecurethe Government from the Ambition 
and FaQtion of Diſſenters, as differing in their Intereſts 
within themſelves, as in their Perſwaſions ; and were they 
united, have neither Power to awe, nor Rewards to allure 

to their Party. wa can only be formidable, when headed 
by the Soveraign. They may ſtop a Gap, or make, by his 
_ a Ballance: Otherwiſe, till *tis harder to fight 
broken and divided Troops, than an entire Body ofan Army, 
it will be always exfter togmaintain the Government under 

a Toleration of Diſſenters, than in a total change of Religi- 

on, andeven then it ſelf, it has not faid to have been preſer- 

ved. But wherherit be more or leſs caſie, is not our point; 

if they are many, the danger 1s of exaſperating, not of 
making them eaſic; for the force of eur Queſtion 1s, Whe- 

ther ſuch Indulgence be ſafe to the State? And here we 

have the firſt and laſt, the beſt and greateſt Evidence for 

us, which is Fart and Experience, the Journal and Re- 

ſolves of Time, and Treaſureof the Sage. 


For, Firſt, the Jews, that had moſt to ſay for the@ Re. 
gion, and whoſe Religion was Twin to their State (both 
being joyn'd, and ſent with Wonders from Heaven) dlg'd 
Strangers in their Religious Diſſents. "They requir'd but the 
belief of the Noachical Principles, which were common to the 
World: No Idolator, ind but a Mora! Mar, and he had his 
Liberty, ay, and ſome Priviledges too, for he kad an apart- 
ment inthe Temple, and this without danger to the Govern. 
ment. Thus Maimonides, and ethers of their own Rabbies, 
and Grorius out of them. 

The Wiſdom of the Gentiles was very admireable in = 

f 
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that though they had many Sets of Philoſophers among 
them, each difſenting from the other in their Principles, as 
well as Diſcipline, and that not only in Phyſical things, but 
points oy ® 44k in which ſome of the Fathers were not 
free, the School-men deeply exgaged, and our preſent Acca- 
demies but too much perplext; yet they indulged them and 
the beſt Livers with ſingular Kindneſs: The greateſt States- 
men and Captains often becoming Patrons of the Setts they 
beft affefted, honouring their Readizgs with their Preſence 
and Applauſe. So far were thole Ages, which we have made 
as the original of Wiſdom and Politeneſs, from thinking To- 
'feration an Error of State, or dangerous to the Government. 
Thus Phutrach, Strabo, Laertius, and others. 

To theſe Inſtances I may add the Latitude of old Rome, 
that had almoſt as many Deities as Houſes: - For Yarro tells 
us of no lefsthan thirty Thouſand ſeveral Sacra, or Reli- 

ious Rites among her People, and yet without aQuarrel : 
Danes fate of Chr:tianity ! the beſt of Religions, and yet 
her Profeſſors maintain leſs Charity than Idolators, while it 
ſhould be peculiar to chem. TI fear, it ſhews us to have but 
kttle of it at +eart. 

But nearer home, 'and in our owntime, we ſee the effets 
of a diſcreet Indulgence, even too Emulation. Yolland, that 

of the World, neither Sza nor dry Land, now the 
Rival of talleft Monarehs; . not by Conqueſts, Marriages, 
er acceſſion of Royal Blood, the uſual wayes to Empire, but 
by her own ſuperlative Clementy ant Induſtry ; for the one 
was the effe& of the other : She cheriſht her People, what- 
ſoever were their Opinions, as the reaſonable ttock of. the 
Country, the Heads and Hands of her Trade and Wealth ; 
and making them eaſie in the main point, their Conſcience, 
ſhe hecame great by them: This made her fill with Peopk, 
aud they fill'd her with Riches and Strength, 
And 
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And ifit (ould be aid, She irwpon her Declenſion for ul thar, 
FaAakner, Al States mult know it, nothing 15 here /rmer el. 
VW herea:e the Babi nian, Perſian and an Empires? 
Acd are not Lacedemon, Athens, Rome and Carthage 
gone before her * Kingdoms and Common. Wealths have 
their -Births and. Growths, their Declenſions and Deaths, as 
wellas private Families and Perſons: But 'tis owing,neither 
to the Armies of France, nor Navies of Exgland, but her own 
Domeftick Troubles. 

Seventy Two ſticks in her Bones yt : The growing 
Power of the Prince ot Orange, mult in fome degree, be an 


Ebb to that States Strength ; for they are not ſounagimous: 


and vigrous in their Intereſt -as formerly : But were they ſe- 
cure againſt the danger of their own Ambition and Jealouſie, 
any body might enfure their Glory at five per Cent. But 
ſome of their grez{eſt men apprehending they are in their 
Climatterical Tradhure, g:ve up the'Ghoft, and caremot, if 
muſt fall, by what hand it 1s. 

hers chuſe a Stranger, and think one afar off will give 
the beſt Terms, and leaſt annoy them : whileſt a confider- 
able Party have chofen a Domeſtick Prince, « Kznto their 
early Succeſſes by the fore- Fathers ſide (the Gallantry of his 
Anceſtors) And that his own greatnels and ſecurity are 
wrapt up in theirs, and therefore modeftly hope to find 
their Account in his Proſperity. But this is a kind of Digrel- 
greſſion, only before I leave it, I dare venture to add, that if 
the Prince of Orenge changes not the Policies of that State, 
ey will not change her Fortune, and he will mightily add to 

own. - 

But perhaps Iſhall be told, That no body dowbts that Toler- 
ation « 4z agreeable thine to a Common-Wealth, where ev 
one thinks he has a ſhare in the Government , ay, that the od 
conſequence of the other, aud therefore moſt carefully to be avoided 

by 
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\by all Mowerchizal States, This indecd wereThrowdly te-the 


purpoſe, in England, if it Were but true. But Idon's fee how 
there can be onetrue Reaſon advanc'd in favour of this Ob- 
jettion : Monerchies, as well as Common-Wealths, ſubfiſting 
by the Prefervation of the People under them. | 

But, Firft, if this were true, it would follow by the Rule 
of Contraries, that a Republick could not ſubſiſt with Urs 
and Hierarchy, which is Monerchy in the Church ; but itmuſt, 
from fuch Monarchy in Church, come to Monerchy in State too. 
But Venice, Genova, Lita, ſeven of the Cantoxs of Switzer 
(and. Rowe her ſelf, for ſhe is an Ariffecracy) all undez the 
the loftieſt Ferarchy in Church, and where is no Tolerdtion, 
ſhow in fa&, that the contrary is true. 

But, Secondly, this ObjeQtion make; a Common-Weal-h the 
better Government of the two, and ſo overthrows the thing 
it would eſtabliſh. This is efe&ually done, if know any 
thing, ſince a Common-Wealth is hereby rendred a more 
copious, powerful and beneficial Government to Mankind, 
and is better to anſwer Contingencies and Emergencies 
of State, becauſe this ſubſilts either way, but Monarchy not, 
if the OlyeCtion be true. The one prof, ers by Vzjonin Wor- 
ſhipand Diſcipline, and by Teleration of diſſenting Churehes 
from the National. The other only by an «ziver/al Conformity 
toa National Church. I ſay, this makes Monarchy (in it {elf, 
doubtleſs, an admirable Government) /f Powerful, leff Ex- 
tended, Iſs Propitione, and finally eſs Sxfe to the People un- 
der it, than a Common-Fealth; In that no Security is left to 
Monarc'y under diverſity of Werſhips, which yet no man 
can defend or forbid, but may often arrive, as it hath in 
Exgland, more than five times in the two laſt Ages. And 
truly 'tis natural for men to chuſe to ſertle where they may 
be fafſ from the Power and *A1;/chief pf ſuch Accidents of 
te. 
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Upon the whole matter, it is to refle& the af Mi/chief 
upon Monarchy, the worſt Enemies it has could hope to dif. 
grace orendanger it by ; ſinceitis to tell the People under it, 
that they muſt either conform, or be deffrozed,or to ſave theme 
{elyes;turn Fhpecrites,or change the Frame of the Government 
they are under. A perplexity both to Monzrch and People, 
that nothing can be greater but the gomfort of knowing the 
ObjeCtion is Falſe. And that which ought ro makeevery rea- 
ſonable man of this Opinion, is the cloud of Witneſſes that 
almoſt every Age of Monarchy affords us, 

I will begin with that of Jſrael, the moſt exaCtt and ſa- 
cred Patern of Mozarchy, begun by a valiant Man, tranſlated 
to the beſt, and improv'd by the wiſeſt of Kings, whoſe 
Miniſters were neither Fools, nor Fanaticks : Here we ſhall 
find Proviſion for Diffeaters. Their Proſoliti Domicilit 
were ſo far from being. compelled to their National 
Rites, that they were expreſly forbid to obſerve them. 
Such were the Egyptians that came with them out of Egypr, 
the Gibeonites and Canaanites, a great People, that after their 
ſeveral Forms worſhipt in an 4p.zrtment of the ſame Temple. 
The Jews with a Liturgy, they wirhout one : The Fews 
had Prie/ts, but theſe none : The Jews had variety of Obla- 
tions, theſe People burnt O.Fcrings only : All that was requi- 
red of them was the Natural Religion of Noh, in which the 
Acknowledgement and Worſhip of the true God, was, as it 
{till ought to be, the main point ; nay, fotar were they from 
coercive Conformity,that they did not ſo much as oblige thera 
to obſerve their $#44:h, tho* one of the ten Commandments ; 
Grotins and S21dex ſay mare. Certainly this was great Indul- 
gence, ſince ſo unſuitablean Ulage looke like prophenizz their 
Devotion, and a common 2»/axce to their National Religion, 


One would thiak by this, that their Care lay on the fide of 
prelerving 


F 
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eeſerVving thei: Cult from the touch or ace/73n of Difrcaters, 
and [not of forcing them, by un dolaE Penaliics WW COniuM,, 
muſt nceds be:evident. For if Guds {c/ig ion anc Bionarony, 
(4or.{0 wears taught to believe it) did ac, and V ou yOL, 
at. a time, when Religion lay /s in the Ming, -and more in, 

. Ceremony, compel -Conilormity, trom Ditſemcts, we lvje ve 
have got the belt of Prefidents on, our (ide, 
- But af this Inſtance be of molt Authoriry ie have anoiher 
very Exemplary, and tv-Our point pertinent-; for it [iow $ 
what. Monarcby may do: Tc 1s yielded us from the famous, 
Story. ot WozDecai. He, with lus Fews, were in 4 bad p'e.ghr 
with the King, Ahaſnerus, -by che ill O.!:ces Baman did 
them-; the Arguments he uſed were drawn from thic com 
mon. Topicks of Faction and D2Bitten, 7h: thy wire an 
' pda and dangerous People, under differing Las of. their 6.9, and, 
refuſed Obedience to-h1s 5 $0. denying lis Supremacy. - D lens 
ters with a witaeſs; things molt tender to any Guvernment., 
_ The King thus incenſt, commands the Laws to be put ia, 
Execution. and decrees the Ruin of Mordecg: with all che” 
ews ; But the King is timely entreated, his Heart, ſoftens, 
Decree. is revokt, and Mordecet and his Fiicnds lavedy 
The:Cenſequence was, as extream Joy. tothe Jews, fo Peace 
and ' Bleſſings to. the King, And that which heighten 
the Example,. is the Grearzeſs and Infidelity of the. 1 rince : 
4 had the Inſtance been in a Few, it might have been plec'd 
tor his greater: Light or. Piety;, In. a petty Prigce, to. the 
 Parcth and Envirene/s of his'Territory ; but,that an Frrbea, 
and K1 :0n& hundred and; ſevenrand twenty Pry (CCS, 
Thould #&#0xgha his val} Dominions, not fear, but practiie 
1 oterationwith-good ſuccels,, has lomerhing,admial/tc n ith 
Iwepkaſc toremember the Tranquilit »,& iucce's of rhylg 
Heathen. Roman Emperors, that allowed Indiilgence ; riiht 
wigeffmd ſent. Hexetomils io Jernſalom, and-the, Witt, Lonou 
4 \ OY : B 7 


red 
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red the Fews, and atlaſt ſpared the divers SeCts of Chrifiuns,it- 
will certainly oblige us to think;that Princes, whoſe Religions. 


are nearer of. Kzn,. to thoſe of the Diſſenters of -our times, . 


may not unreaſonably hope for.quiet- from a diſcreet Tole. 


ration,eſpecially when there is nothing peculiar inChr;ſtranity.. 
to render Princes unſafe in ſuch-an Indulgenee. 'Fhe adm. - 


rable Prudence of the Emperor, Fovianus, ina quite contrary 
method to thoſe of the Reigns of his Predeceſlors, ſettled rhe 
moſt Tmovzoned time of the Chiftian World, «/moſft to « Mis 
racle ; tor though he found the Hearts of the Arjan and Ortho-. 
dox carried to a barbarous height, (to ſay nothing of the No-. 
vations, and other diſſenting Intereſts) the Emperor efteem- 
ing. thoſe Calamities the etfe&t»of Coercing Conformity to 
the Prince'sor States Religion ; and that this courſe did. nor 
only waſte Chriſtians, but expoſe Chriftians.to the feorn. ok. 
Heathens, and fo ſcandal, thoſe whom they ſhould Convert, 
he. reſolutely.declared, Thar he. would have none, Poleſted 


for, the different exerciſe of their Religious as fakes (and . 


that in a tre (for he reigned but ſeven Monerhs)calmed the 


1mpeſtous. Storms of Difſention,; and reduced. che.Empire, 
(hefore agitated with the moſt uncharitable Conteſts) to a . 


wonderful. Serenity and (Peace; thus- a kindly Amity, 


brought a civil _— to the State; which endeavours for a . 
id to the Church, but had formerly fill'd : 


forc'd Unity, never | f 
the Government with incomparable Miferies,. as well as the 
Church withIncharity ; and which: is fad, .I mult needs ſay; 


that thoſe Leaders of the Church that ſhould have beentite Fox. 
cher.s.and. Examples of Peace, in ſo ſingular ajunQureiof the 


Churches ferments, did, more then any, Wow the Travaper 


and 
kindlcd the-Fire,of Diviſiop.,, So dangerous is- it 10-S96-fue | 


upon the Text; -and.then Impoſe it wpon Penalcy for. Baith. | 
Ualantinian, the tinge 45 r Soruter Shale. 
flicas). was « great Howoarer of. thoſe, 
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Faith ;. but ſo, as he moleſted not the \Arrians at all. And Mw- 
*cellixs Farther adds in his Honour, 'That 'he was much: Re- 
-noww'd for his Moderate Carriage during his Reign; inſomuch, 
thay among} [unilry Sets of Religion, he troubled no man for 
his Conſcience, impoſing neither this nor that- to" be- obſerved ; 
: wth teſs with menacing Edicts and 'Injunitions, did he compel 
ets, to bow the Neck,or conform to that which him- 
, but left ſuch Points as cleur and umoruch'd a5 he 


ef worſhi 
ads x 16-f | | ; BE: 
.Grtatianns 8& Theodſius the great, Tndulged divers ſorts 
of Chriſtians; but the Novetions of all the Diſſenters were pre- 
Fer'd: which was {0 far frem Inſecmring, that it preſerv'd the 
Tranquility of the Empire. Nor till the time of Cele/tine 
Biſhop-of Rome, were e Novations diſturbed ; And the Per- 
;{eratian of them, and the Aſſumption of the ſecular Power be- 
gaa much at the Game time. But the Novetions at Conſtan- 
tinople weee; not {o dealt withal; for the Greet Biſhops con- 
tinuedto permit them the quiet enjoyment of their difſent- 
ing Aſſemblies; as Socrares tells -us in this fifth and ſeventh 
Book-of Ecclefiaſtical Story. Þ 
I ſhall Ja lang _ ht times ; Nt Wand: 
ingno A eenmore furtoully-moved, then chat which 
+ dries; Famer and therefore the Experiment of Induj- 
gence wes wever beter wade, yet to ſpeak more in Yiew of 


this time of day, we find our Contemporaries, -of 'femoter 
Judgments in Religion, under no mauner of difficulty in - 


thispoiat. The Gtand Dignioz, great Bogi!, Zats gf. 
WnſcobizXing perns; the great Moharchs'of the Taft 
Have /ong allow” proſper'd with a Toleratior: And who 


does not vhat this gave Great Tamerlan his mighty 
Vigeries? In theſo Weſtern Countries we ſte rhe fame 


ahnag, ge 3 \ ; F1 IC" a kite : p 
- ;Caxdjna] 7 Oſſat hs g2d Letter to PiGroy, Secretary 
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to FT ary the fourth of Frame, gives us Dotrine and'FEx. 
an lt for the SubjeX' in. hand; , < Beſides (Cays hey that 
*V-:11;4 ls'no Luw, beit in:what cafe it will ; our Lord 
*Y Vs Cori inftrutts us by his GMipl, To 4-4 the Tares 
< a/ope, left removinz them, may endanger the Wheat.. That 
** othec Cr. bolict | rinces have. allow'd it wichout: Rebate. 
* That particularly the Duke”of Savoy, who. (as great 
* /:alor as he would be thoughrfor the Cxtholick Religion), 
* Tolcratesthe Herericks in three of his Provinces, namely, 
* Azropne, Lucirne and Peroſe. That the King of Poland 
* docs as much, not only in; Sveedland; but in Polznd ir (ELF, 
* That all the Princes'of the *A*fri4x Family, 'that are cele- 
© brated 2s, Pillars &f the Caholztk Church; do the like; not 
* only in the Towns of the Empire, but in their proper Tex- 
* ritories, as in Auftria.it ſelf, from whence they take the 
* Name of their. Honour.. In Hungary, Bohemis, Moravia 


« L uſatia,Stirris, Camiolia and Croatia thelike:* Fhat/Charle? 


* the fifth, Father of the Kitt of Sp«/n, was the Perſon that 
'« taught the King of France, and, other Princes, how to 
* yield\co ſuch-Emergencies. Thar his' 'Son; the preſent 
*King of $9172, who is eſteemed Avch-Catholick, and that is, 
« 25the Atlzs of the Catholttk Church, Tolerates norwithſtare 
* dirg, ar this day, in his Kingdomes of Yaleatia and G#e- 
© 2444, 


the Moors themſelves in their Mhiumariſme, and has. 


« offer'd tothoſe of Z-aland; Holland, and other Hereticks 
* of the Low-Countries, the free Exerciſe of their pretended 
* Religion, fo that they will -but acknowledge? and Obey 
*« himin Civil Matters. It, was of thoſe Letters of this 
extraordinary Man, for ſo he was (whether we regard him 
in his Eccleſiaftical Dignity or his greater Chriſtiznand Civil 
Prudence) that the great Lord Fult/and aid; A Miniſter of 
State ſhauld no wore be without Cardinal d'. Ofſat's Letters, hiew 
4.Parſon withowt his Bible." "And indeed, if we look: into 


France, 
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Frame, we Sfra'l find the Indvlence of tho'e Proteſtants, 
Rh Bea 3 Ronrifhing to' that Kodows, a5 their dim. & 
&'iceour totlicir Keg, *Fis troe, that fince they help'r the 
Miniſters'of Ins Greatneſs ro Succeſs,” that haughty Mo- 
narch has changed his Meaſures, and reſolves their Con- 
formity to hisown Rehigion, or their: Rum; 'but.no matt 
can civeianother Realon tor it, than that he! thinks ix for 
his turn to pleaſe that part of his own Church, which are 
the preſent neceſſary and unwearied Inſtruments: of hisab- 
ſolute Glory.. Bur let us ſee the end-of this ConduQ, it wilt 
require. mor2 time to approve the Experiment; ''- © 4k 
As it was the Royal Saying of Stephen; Kaz of Poland, 


That he' was a Krng-of Men, - and nor of Confciente; « 


Commander of BINeS,. and.not of SyIuls, - So we: ſe a 
Toleration has been-practiſed in that Country of a long time, 
with no Il Succc!sto0+the Srate; the Cities of Crawvuis,' ReX 
eovis, and: many other ' Fowns-of dots, almoſt whiolly 
diffenring-from the 'common "Religion of the Kingdornz 
«which is Roman Catholick, as the others are'Sarinien and 
Ca/vimniſt, thg molt oppoſite to that, as well as torhemſelyes. 
The King of De1mark, in-hislarge Town'of Altons;..butt 
avour a Mile from Fiunbrough, and thereforecalled {o;;that 
is, All ro-near, is a/pregnant proof oF ourpoint:; :For thbugh 
his Seat be ſo remore from' that place, 'and' another: tt 
and infinuating State {od near, yet. under his Tadwlgente. of 
d. vers Perfiwaſtons, they enjoy that Pexce,. and he that Secw- 
rity,-that he 1s. nat. upon better (Ferms-in1anylof, hiymore 
Immediate and Uniform Dominions. TI ledyefiriab therthink- 
ing Reader; . it it Be nt muctr:owmg!ra this Freedom, 
and that ''a'contrary courſe were now:cHhte way: for him-td 
furniſh his Neighbours with mean&ro:Depopulatethat:place, 
or make it uneaſieand!chargeablero himtokeep?:;-10; 
© © "If we+hook*® amo dttier.parts oft Germany. \whete 
y 3:19679 "113 ith Ann.) 1734 Birr” wanhl \ [xe- 
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we'find a-S:out and War-like People, fierce for the thing 
they-opine, or beheve, we ſhall find the Prince Palatine of 
the Rhzxe, ſafe, and more porenc by his [ndu/z2en:e, witne's 
hisLmprovemeants at M:nhin:: And as (believe me) he acts 
thePrince. tb bis People 1in other. things, ſo.in this to the 
Empire; for! he has imade-bo!Jd with che Conftitucion of. it, 
inthe Latirude he gives his Subjects in this Afair. 

The Duke of BzaDdenbarg is himſelf aCs/vaniÞ,his People - 
moſtly Lath:rain, .yetin pact of his Daminions, the Rowan. 
Catholicks enjoy their Churches quietly, 

'The Duke of Rewburg,and a rift Romer Catholick,Bro- 
ther-ini-Law to the preſent Emperor, in his Province of Ju+ 
kers, has, not only at Dewsburg, Mulheims, and other places, 
but in Dewſe/dorp it elf, where the Court reſides; Lutherais, 
and Coatormarft, as well as Roman Cathelick Aﬀſemblics. 
"''The Duke of Sarony, by Religion a Latherain, in his 
Ciry of Budifſmr, has both Lutherains and Roman Caholicks in 
the ſame Church, parted only by a Grate. | 

In Yuſburg, they have two. chief Magiſtrates, as their 
Duunevirat, one mult alwayes be a Romas Catholick, and the 

'Fhs Biſhop'of Dinabrug- is himſelf a Lutherein, and in 
the Town 'of his Title, the Romes Catholicks, as well as 
Eavberane, bave their Churches ; and which is more, the 
next Biſhop muſt be a Carholick too ; for like the Buckets in 
riwy'Well,'they:take-turns, one way to-be ſure, ſo that one 
'-'Prom bence we will go'to Dultsbarh;a fmall Territory, 
bur: has'g great Prince,, T mean, in his own extraordinary 
aaliries 5 forgmotg other things we ſhall find him aft the 
Moderato among:hes Prople: By Protefion he is a Romen 
"Calholict i batt; this Siovebarrum Relagnpic Energon, not 
only Lutherains and Roman Catholicks enjoy their different 

| Worſhips 
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Worſhips, but etternatively-in one and the ſame place, the 
fame day ; ſoballancing his Aﬀettion. by his Wiſdom, that 
there appears neither Partiality- in him, nor Envy in them, 
though of ſuch oppoſite Perſwafions. : ; 
l willend theſe forregin Inſtances witha Prince and Bi- 
ſhop, all in one, and he a Remzn Catholick too, and that is 
the Biſhop of M:z'z; who-admits, with a very Peaceable 


|} ſucceſs, ſuch Lutherains with his Catholicks, to enjoy their 


Churches,as live in his Town of Erfozd. Thus does Praftice 
tells us, that-neither Monarchy nor Hbererchy are in —_— 
from a Foleration. Oa the contrary, - the Laws of the 
pire, which are the-AQts of the Emperor, and the Sovertign 
Princes of it, have toletated theſe three Religious Perfwa+ 
ſions,. viz...the Rommn:Catholick,. Latherain and Calvaniſf, 
and they may as well tolerate three more, for the ſame Rea- 
ſons, and with:the ſame Succeſs. For it is not their greater 
neererneſs, or conſiſtency in Do&rine, or in Worſhip; On 
the contrary, they differ much, and by that, and other Cir- 
cumſtances, are ſomerimes engaged-in great Contfoverſies, 
yet is a Taleratiox:pratticable, & the way of Pexce with them. 
And which is cloſeſt tour point at home it ſelf, we ſee 
that a Ta{cration of the Jews, French and Dutch Charches 
in. Exglend, both Diſſenters from the Nations! Way : Arid the 
Conmivance that has been in Jreland ; And the down-right 
Tateration in moſt of his Mijeſties Plantations abroad,proves 
the Allertion, That Tokration is not dangerous to' Monarchy. 
For Experience tellsus, where. it is in any degree admitted, 
the King's Affairs projerant ; People, Weeand Strength 
being ſure £0 follow ſuch Indulgence... | | 
Bur after all that I have.ſaidin Reaſon and FaR, why To- 
ings 


| kratiowis ſafe to Monarchy, Story: tells us that worſe t 


bave befallen-Princes in Countries under Eccleſesficul Union, 
than Blaces under divided forms of Worſhip; and fo, tole- 
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Tating.Countries.ah ro Md P:ince, mare Um npon-equdt/ 
terms WIE. conforming ones: Ang xwhere P 4nces lrive 


been expoſed fofrardFirip in coleraring Countrics, 'they' have 
asr0ften came *®trom rhe Contorming, as N an-ganformins 
party ; 1and [9 che Di\ſeater 15S uporequal terms,to the Prince 
or Qtate,.. witli the, Conform R. - 
..,The*fir(t 1s evideut m the Tews, under'the'condu@t of 
Mofes ;.; their Diſſention- came froin the men of uicu ow 
Jrabes, . fuch as Cvzah Dathan and Jbiram, wich cheir 
pertakers.” To ſay nothing of the G-ztiles. 
-- The Miſeries and Slaughters of Auritias the E:rperor 
roves-my point, who by the greareſ-Cyurcg-mn of his 
time was, withſtood, and-his/Servant that perpetrated ihe 
Wickedneſs by them, fubſticuted in his room, becauſe mo.e 
officious to” their Grandure. What power but that of the 
Church, dethron'd Childrez King of Frazce, and let Pippn 
ge” ww 4 . " 
in his place? ' The miſeries of the Emperors, - H:»ry the: 
fourth and fifth, Father and Son, from their rebethous Sub- 
jeCts,: raiſed and animated by the power of Coxformi/ts ; do- 
throning both, as much as they-could, are notorious. *T 
asiplain that Sigi/mond King of Sweed/and, was rejetted by 
v4 Lythersin Country, becauſe he was a* Roman-Catholick, 
- :iIf we,come nearer home, which is moſt ſuitable rothe Rua 
ſons of the diſcourſe,we fin1 the Church-m2n take part with 
Wilkiam Rufus, and Henry the firit againit Robert their elder 
Rrother ; and after that, we'ſce ſomeof the greatelt of them 
make Ekad againſt their King, *namely Auſelm, Arch:Biſliop 
of Canterbury, and hisparty, as'didl his Syccellor Thom 'of' 
Becket to the ſecond Henry, - Srephey Uſurpt the Crown 
when there was a Church Union: And King John lived miſc. 
7 le for all that, and at liſt dyed' by one of bis own 'Reliaing. 
zoo... The Difſentions thar agitated - the-Reifin: 68 chis Sow 
Henry the third, and the Barrons a 
BOM elLng 
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cryed ir behalf of Jerobown, 'To:your Tents, Q 1/741 ! 
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Blefſing- to Mumford their: General: © The Depoſirion' rid 
Azrther of the ſecond Edward, & Richard, & lix:h Benry, 
and his Son the Prince. The V/arpstion of Bichardthe third, 
and the Murther of the Sons of Edward the ſourth; inthe 
Tower of Lyxaoz. ' The civil War that «followed between 
him and the Earl of . Richmond, afterwards our wife B2nty 
the /eveath were all perpetrated in a Country of axe Re+ 
ligien, and by the Hands of Cozformiſts. In ſhort, if we 
will but look uponthe civil War, that fo long raged-in this 
Kingdom, 'berween rhe Houles of Tort. and iLaneafter, and 
conlider that they. proktſſed but on@and the ſame-.Reigion, 
and both back'c with. gumbers of Church-men too(to'fay no- 
thing of the Miterable .cnd of many.of our Kings princely 
Anceſtors in $:o:1and, eſpecially the firft and: third James) 
will fin:! cauſe to ſay, Thar Church-Un'formity is mot a Sect 
rity for Princes to depend upon. =Y F 
If we will look-ngxt into Countries where Diſſenters from 
tl;e National Churcff are tolerated, we- ſhall ind the (oy- 
formifſt not leſs.Culpable than the: Diſſenter. f 
The Diſorders among the Jews, atter they were ſettled in 
the Laad that God had given them, came. not from -thoſe 
they tolerated, but themſclves. They ft off Semuel, and 
the'Governmenr of the Judge? *T was the' Children of the 
Natiozal Church, that {ell in with the Ambition of Ab/o/om, 
and an«mated the Rebellion againſt bis Father Dvd. 
They were the {ame rhat revolted from Solomor's Son, and 


!/ Not two Agesage, the Church 'of France, toe generally 
{cl] in with tlie Family.of Guiſe, againſt their lawtul Sove- 
raign, -Y2nry the fourth: Nor were they without Comnte= 
nance of the greateſt :of their Belief, who: ſiiled 4t an haty 
War; at that time, fearing (nat\without cauſe);. the PÞe- 
feition of that Kingdom-yrom:the Roman See, + In this con- 
| C qunCcture 
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junQure, the D/ſſenters made.up the beſt ;part'of thatiKing's 
Armies, and by their Loyalty: and Blood, preſerved the 
Blood 'Royal of France, and ſet the Crown on the 'Head of 
that Prince. That, King wa$ twice aſlinated, and the laſk 
time murdered, as was Henyy the third, his Predeceſſor.; but 
they fell, one by the hand of a Charch-man, the other, at leait 
by a Conformiſt, 

"Tis true,that the next cri! Warwas between the-Catholicks 
and the. Hugenots, under.the condutt of Cardinal Kichlicu, 
and the Puke of Roan. But as I will not juſtihe the 
AQtion; ſo their Zibertietand Cantions lo ſolemaly- ſettled by + 
Henry the fourth, as the reward of their fingular Merit, be- 
mg by.the Miniſtry of that Cardizal invaded, they fay, they 
did but defend their own, and that rather aFainſt the Czy- 
anal; "than the Kjzg, whole ſoftneſs ſuffered him ro be- 
come-a property to the great Wit and Ambition of that Per- 
ſon : And- there is this'Reaſon to believe them, that if it 
_ had been. otherwiſe, .we are ſure. that King Gharkes the firſb 
would not inthe leait have countenanced their Quarrel. 

However, the. Cardinal, like himſelf, wiſely knew when 
to:ſftop: For though he. thought it theIntereſt of the-Crowny: 
to moderate theis greatneſs, and check' their growth, yet 
having freſh in Memory the Story of the: fore-going Ageghe- 
law, *twaswiſe to have a Ballance upon. occafion. But this was 
morethen-recompenc'd in their firſt Adheſion to the- Crown 
of France , under - the- Miniſtry: and -Direttion -of rthe- 
ſugceeding Carar»at,. when: their: Perſwafion had not. only, 
Number,and: many good Offeers to value it felf upor,, but 
yielded their K/zg, the-ableſt Captain- of the Age,. namely, . 
-Tuxene ::It.was an AHugenos then, at'the Head of almoſt. 
ar Hupewot-Army, that tell i-with'a Cardinai himfelf;.(fee 
the: Union,.. Interetb: makes)? to>maintain®:thes Imperial. 
 Exownrot Fracep and.thas ons:Romea-Citholicks head-i: And. 

| rogecher. 
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together ,nith-their own Indxlgence; thit Religion, 45/Natiomd! 


- Y00, againft-the pretences of a Roww-Catbolick Army, !heat- 
ed by a:Prince, brave and learnedof the ſame:Rehgion. 


I mention not 'this, to prefer one party to another;* [for 
contrary Inſtances may be given. ellewhere, .as Intereſts 
have varicd. In Sweedland a Prince was rejetted 'by 
Pzoteſtants ; and in England and Hollaxd, and many of 
the :Principaliries of Germany, WRoman-Catholicks 'have 
approv'd themſelves Loyal to- their :Nngs, Princes aridl 
States.: But this furhces to us, that we gain thePoinit ; for 
it is evident in Countries where Diſſexters are :tolerated, the 
' Inſecurity of the Priuce and Government, may 45 well come 
from the Conforming, 4s Diſſenting Party, and that” ir comes 
not from Diſſenters, becauſe ſuch. 

But how happyand admirable was this. civil Union be- 
tween the Cardinal -and Turene? two moſt-oppoſite, 


- Religions,. both followed by People of their' own Pertwa- 
{ion.: . One ſays-his-4:/s, 'tother his Direftory, both invoke 


one Deity, by ſeveral wayes, for one ſucceſs, and it followed - 
with Glory, anda: Peace to this Day. O why sheuld it be 


dtherwilte now! what has been, may be: Methinks/i/dows 


and Chzrity are on that ſide (till, ; 
It will doubtleſs be objected, that the Difſenting Party of 
England, fell in with the $7are Diſſenter in our late Civil, 


, but. Unnatural War : - And this ſeems to be againft: us, yet 
three things muſt be.contefled ; \Firlt, That. the Warrather 
«made the Dijſeaters, than the Diſſeaters made the War : "Se- 


condly, that thoſe that were then in being, were. not tole- 
rated.as. in France, but proſecuted: And lattly, that they dl 


not Jead, but follow grew Numbers .of Chuych-goers, of all 


Lualities in that unhappy Controverlie, which began upon 

other .Zopicks than. Liberty (ior Church -'Diſſenters. \ Ant 

though they were: herein;blameable, Reaſgu.is Reaſon, b- 
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al Climates ang Latitndes;” © This dues not aft the Quet 
tion: Sveh Galamitics: are. no. weceſjary Conſequences of 
Ghurch-diſſext, becauſe they would -rhen tollow in, all places 
where Diſſeaters arc tolerated; which we ive they *do not : 
but theſe way ſometimes indced be the eftects of a w/o/ert 
endeavour of Uaiformity, and'that nnaer all 'Forms of Govers 
ment; as 1 fear they. were. partly here under our Monarchy: 
But then* this teaclies us ro conclude,. that a Toleration of 
thoſe, that a corſtrary courſe makes zxeafie and d:ſprrate, 
may.prevent or Cure [zteftizeTroubles ; as Anno forty eight, it 
_—_ the Strife,and ſettled the Peace of Germany, For 'tis not 
now the queſtion, how far men may be-provok'd, or ought 
to reſent it ;. but whether Government is ſafe in a Toleration, 
eſpecially Monarchy. And to this ITue we are come in 
Reaſon and FaCQt, That"tis ſafe, and that' Conformijts (gene- 
rally: ſpeaking): have for their Intereſts, as rarely known 
their. Duty to their Prince, as Diſſenters for their Conſci- 
ences... So that the danger ſeems to lie on the ſide of forcing 
Uniformity againſt Faith, upon ſevere Penalties, rather than 
of a diſcreet Toleration; X 
In the. next place, I ſhall endeavour to shew the. Prudence 
and Reaſonableneſs of a Toleration by the great Benefits that 
follow it. . 
Tolerattion, *which is an Admiſſion of diſſenting Wor 
ſhips,- with Impunity to the Diſſenters, ſecures Property, 
which is Civil Right, and That eminently the Ling ad 
Power of the Monarchy: For if no man ſuffer in his Civz/ 
Right for the ſake of ſuch Djſſext, the point of Succeſſion is 
ſettled without a Civil War; or a Recantation ; Since it were 
anablurd thing to imagin,. that a Man born to five Pound; 
2: Year, 5hould not. be liable: to forfeit” bis- Inheritance 
for./N/ on-conformity, -and yet a Prince of the Blood, and an Flejr 
tothe Imperial. Crowy, . ſhould be\made incapable of his Inhert- 


farce for Church-diſſent. The: 


*%+ 


0 


LIMI 


(1) 

The Seeurity-tlhen 0 2515pertp,or ib!) Bight, from being” 
forſcitable for Religious diflent, becomes 4 {ecurity ro the 
Rogal Farmily;. again{t the Difficulties larely. labour'd nader* 
in the, bufinels of the Sycefi9n,- Arid though I have no 
Commiſſion tor it, };figes the great Realon and Equity 
of the thing it {elf} 1 «are fay, there can hardly Be a Di/- 


{enter at this time of day ſo void of Senle and- Iiftice, as 


well as Duty and Loyalty, as not to be of tite ſame mind. 
Elſe 1t were, to deny that to the Frizce, . which he needs, 
and prays from him. Ice us not forget the Story of Higif- 
mund of Srecdlzzd, of Denry the tourth of Fraxce, :and 
elpecially of our own Queen Sary. Had Property becn 
fix't, the Live of thoſe Royal Families could nor have met. 
with any let or Interruption. "Twas this Conſideration that” 
prevail d with Judge Hales, *though a ſtrong Preteftzar atter 
King Exvard's Death, to give his Opinion for Queer Mary's 
ſucceſſion, again{t that of all the reſt of the Judges to the 
contrary : which noble Prefident, was recompenc'd in the 
Loyalty of Arch-Bijhop Death, a Roman-Catholick, in fa- 
vour of the Succeſſion of Queex Elizabeth; and the fame . 
thing would be done again, -in the: like caſc, by men of the 
ſame Integrity. _.. | : | 

I know it may be ſaid, That there is little Reaſon now for the 
Prince to regard this Argument in favour of Diſſenters,when-' 
it was ſo little heetted in the caſe of the Pzeſumtive Yeir 79 
the Crown.- Eutas this was the AQ and Heat of Cenform- 
ing men within Doors, ſo if it wert-in Counſel or Delire, 
the Folly: and Injuſtice of any Diſſenters withour Doors, 
ſhall many entire Parties pay the Reckoning of the few 
buſic Offendors * They would humbly hope that the fingu- 
lar Mildneſs and Clemency, which- make-upſo preat apart 
of his Majeſties publick Aſſurances, will 'not leave him in- 
his Refleftion here..- F-1 | 
Tis 


--Tis-the'Mzrcies of Princes, that.above. all therr Works, 
- ;Fwe them the, neareit-R-!ſemblance to Divinity tn their Atl- 
miniſtration. Peſides,.it is th:ir Glory to meaſure their 
AX&ions by the.Reaſon ani Conſequence of things, and, not 
by the Patons that poſTels and aunimate private-.Breafls-: 
For it were fatal to the Interz(t of a Prince, that the :Foly 
or Unitifulneff of any of his Subjects, ſhould put him out 
of the way, or tempt him to be «/7-a4y to his Principle and 
Tatereſt: _ And yet, with fubhmifſion, I muſt ſay, it would 
be the Conſequence of Cocrtion : :For by expohng Propergy 
tor Opinion, the i'ri ce expoſes the Con{ctences and Propert 

of his own-Family to the Church, and dzrms them of all 
- Defence, upon any alteration of Judgment. Let us-re- 
member that ſeveral of the ſame Parliament-men, who at 
firft ſacriticed civil Rights for Noo-conformity in common 
 Diſſeters, .te!! at laſt to make the SucceFion of the Crow 
| the Price of D ſſext iz th: pext Hitr of the Royal Blood, So 
dangerous a thing it 15 to hazard Property to ſerve a turn 
For any Patty, or ſuffer fuch Examples in the caſe of the 

zaneſt Perſon in a Kingdom: 

Nox isthis all the berchit rhac attends the Crown, by the 
preſervation of Civil Rights; for the Pover of the Monarchy 
.15 kept more eatire by it. The King: has the benefit of his 

Whol People, and the Reaſon of their Szfery 15-owng to 
their C:vi7, and not Eccieftaltical Obudicnce : Their Loyaley 
#0 Ceſar and not Conformity to the Church : Whereas the 
other Opinion, would have it, that no Conformity to the 
_ Church, zo Property in the Stat; Which 1s to clog and 
narrow the.civit Power ; for at this rate, No Church-May, 
£0 CTnaliſh-uran, and za-Corformi/t, nd Sitbject, A way 
to Ales the King's People, and praftiſe an Exclutan upon 
him, from, it may be, a fourth part of his Dominions. 
Thus it nay happen that the ablelt States-man, the bravelt 
| Captain, 
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«Captain; :and*the :beſt Citizen ,may*be tablet] , - and-the” 
'Prinee forbid their Imployment to his'Service:- 

Some-:Inſtances of this we-hzve had fince- his late Maje- 
fties Reſtoration : For upon the- firſt Datch -'War, 'Sit 
William P2nn being commanded ro give ina Lift of the 
ableſt Sea-OfFicers in the Kingdom, to lerve in that Expe- 
dition, I do very well remember be prefenred our prefent 
\ King with a- Catalogue of the knowingeit and braveſt 
| O#cers the Age had bred, with this fublcrib*d, Theſe men, 
if his Majeſty will pleaſe to admit of their Perſwaſions, I will 
{wer for- their Skill, Conraze and Intigrity. He pickt them 
1 by their Abglity, not their Opinions; and he- was 11Tthe 
right; for that: was the beft way of dving the King's- 
bulinels. . And of my own knowledge, Conformity robb'd=® 
che King at that crime of Ten men, whoſe greater Know- 
ledgg and Valour; than fore one ten of thar Fleet, had 1n+ 
4 thuir room; been able to have laved a Batrel, or perfeted a” 


| Victory. I-will name three of them. The firit was Old 
| | Vice-Admiral Gocdfon ;- than whem, no bady+ was 'more- 
] Stout, 'or a Sea-man.- Thefecond, Captain Bull, that in 
the Sapbrye beat Admiral Everſon, kandto hand; that came- 
; to the Relief of od 7747p. The third was Captain Potter, 
that. in the conſtant Warnick took Captain Bezc%, after eight 
hours ſmart Diſpute. And as evident it is, that rf a War 
had proceeded berween this Kingom and Fraxce, feven years” 
/ ago, the buſineſs of Conformity had deprived the King of * 
- many. Land-OFcers, whole hare in the late Wars of Europe, 
- had made knowing and able; : | 
But which is worſt of all, ſucly are not ſafe; with their- 
e&fent, under their own extraordinary Prince- For though © 
F aman were a great Hormrer of his Prince, -2a Lover of his © 


| Country, an Admirer of the Government: In thecourſe of 
. his-Litc, ſober, wile induitrousandiuſctul ;-1i. a Diflenter 
- 
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from the eftabiiſh'c Fa:m of Wacſh'p, in that condition 
there is no £552rty for his Peclon, noc Security to his Eftate ; 
AS V/eleffco the Publick, ſo Riad in himelf, For this Net 
catches che bz!t: M:n tus to thzir Conſcience, and who 
indulged, are mo!t likz to b2 fo to their Prince : whil the 
reſt are let to Corſ-z him by their chang2 ; for that is rhe 
unhappy cnd of forced Conformity in the poor ſpirited 
Compiers. And this m1t always b2 rhe conſequence of ne- 
cefitating the Prince to put wore and oth:r Teſts upon his 
.People, than are requiſi: to ſecure him of their Loyalty. 
And when we ſhall b2 ſo happy in oac meafures as to con- 
{ider this V:{chief to the 1nzrby, it is tobe hop'd, it will 
bs thought exp2dient to diſntangie Property from Opinion, 
and cat the untoward Knot, ſoinz men have tyed, that hath 


1o long hamper'd and gauP'd the Prince as well as People. 


Je will be then, when civil Paniſhmnents ſhall no more follow 
Charch taults,that the ctvil Tenure will be. recover*d to the 
Governmenc and the Natures ob Afts, Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments, fo diſtingaiſh'c, as L9ya/ry ſhall be the ſafety of 
N:flenr, and the whole People made »/efu! to the Go- 
vernment. 

It will, perhaps, be ofjeted, Thi: Diſſenters can haraly 
{e ovliged to be true to th: Crovn, ani {o the Crovn unſafe in 
their very S:zvices; for they mry ealily turn the Power piven 
them to ſerve it, a241»/F'it, to oreaten themſelves. Tam wil- 
-lingto ovviate every thing, that may with any pretence be 
ofer'd agaialt our entreated Tadul2rnce. T ſay, No, and 
appeal to the Rive hiumicif, (againtt whom the Prejudices of 
our late Iimes ran liighcſt, and therefore has moſt reaſon 
to reſent) It he wasever better lov'd or ferv'd, than by the 
Old Ronndbeaaed Sea-men, the Barl of Sezndarch, Sir Wittiam 
Penn, Sir F. Lawſon, Sir G, Aſcu#, Sir- R. Staizer, Sir Jer. 
Smith, Sir TJ. Jordan, Sr f. Harmon, Sir ' Chriſc Minnd, 
Captain 


Captain: Srnſuw, Cuttizs, Clark, Robinſon, ' Molton, Wi acer, 
Tern, Parker, Haward, Hubbard, Fen, Langhory, Dovs, 
Ear!, White; to ſay nothing of many yet living, of real 
Merit, and many inferior Oicers, expert and brave And 
to-do our Prince Juſtice, he. deſerv'd it from them,. by his 
Humility, Plainneſs and Courage, andthe careandaffeQion 
that he always ſhew'd te. them, 

It any ſay, That moſt. of theſe men were Confowmiſts : 1! 
preſume to tell them, I know as well as any man, they 
ſerv'd the King never the better for that ; on the contrary, 
was all the.ſtrife that ſome of rhem had in themlelves, 11 
the doing that ſervice, that they muſt not ſerve him 
without it; and if in that they. could "have been Indul- 
ged, they bad perform'd ,it with the greateſt Alacrity. 
Intereſt will not lye. Where People find their Reckowung, 
they are ſure to be Trve. For 'tis want of Wit that makes 
any. man falſe to. himſelf, **T was he that knew all mens 
Hearts, that ſaid, : Mfhere the Treaſure is, there the Heart will 
be alſo. :Let men beeaſig, fate, and upon their preferment 
with the 'rince, and they will be Dutiful, Loyal, and 
moſt AﬀeCQtionate. 

Mankind by nature fears Power, and melrsat Goodneſs. 


. Pardon my Zeal, I would not. be thought'to plead for 


Diſſenters . Preferment ; *tis enough they 'keep what they 
haye, and may live at their own Charges. Oaly I am 
for. having the Prince have Room tor his choice, and not 
be crampt and ftintxd by Opinion ; but imploy thoſe 
who arc belt able to ferve him; And I think out of fox 
Partics *tis better picking, than out of. oze.of them ; and 
therelore the Prince's intereſt is to *be head of all of 
them; which a Toleration effets in amoment; ſince thoſe 
fix (divided Intereſts, within themielves) having but.ong 
gtpil Head, become one intire «vil Bog to the Prince; And 


(26) 
I am-{ure, I have Mopzrchy on my ſide, if Solomon and his' 
MW:{aom may ſtand for it, who tells us,. That the Glory of 4 
Kang is inthe Multitude of his People. 

Nor 1s this all, for: the Conſequences of ſuch an Uni- 
verſal Content would be of infinite'moment to the ſecurity 
of the Moxarchy, both at Home and Abroad... At Home, for- 
it would behead the fattions without Blood, and Brniſh.the 
Ring-leaders without going abreas,, When the great bodies 
of Diſſsaters ſee the care of the Government for their /afery, 
they have 10 need of their Captains, nor Thele any ground 
for their Pretences : © For as They us'd the. People to.value 
themſelves, and raiſe. their Fortunes with the PFince, ſo 
the People followed their Leaders to get that caſe, they ſee 
their; Heads promis'd, but could not, and the Government 


- can, .and. does give them. 


Adultitudes cannot Plot, they are too-many, and have not 
Conduct for it, they move by another Spring. . Safety is 
povenes of their Leaders : Ifonce they ſee they enjoy it,:they 
iaveyet Wit enough not to hazafd it for any Body : © For 
the endeavours of bufie men are then diſcernable; bur a 
ſtate of Severity gives them a pretence, by which the Mul- 
titude is eafily taken. : ; | | 

This I fay, upon. a Suppoſition, that the Diſſentcrs 
could agree againit the Government ; which is a begging of 
the.Queſtion : For it is improbable [if not impohble without 
Conformiſts) ſince beſides the Diftance they are at in their 
Perſwafions and AﬀeCtions, they dare not hope for ſo good 
terms irom one another,as the Government gives: And that 
Fear, with their Emulation, would draw. them into that 
Buty, that they muſt all fall into a Natural dependance, 
which I call holding of the. Prixce, as the Great Head of the 
Otate. 


. From abroad, weare as ſafe as from within our ſelyes : For 
it 
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if leading Men at home are thus diſappointed of their In- 
tere{t in the People, Forrejgzers will find here no Interpre- 
ters of their 4/v/dino Language, nor matter (if they could) 
to.work upon; tor the Point is gain'd, the People they 
would deal in, are at their caſe, and cannot be bribed ; and 
thoſe that would,. can't aeſerve it. 
; Ir is this that makes Prizes live Izdependent cf their-Neigh- 
. bours; and #s# be low'd at home, is to be fear'd abroad: One 
follows neceſſarily the other. Where Princes are driven' to 
ſeek a' forreign Alſiſtance, the iſſue muſt either be the Ru# 
of the Prizce, or the abſolute ſubjeition of the People ; not 
without the hazard of becoming a Province to the power of 
that Neighbour that turns the Scale. Theſe pane} 2c 
have on either hand an z/! /ook, and ſhould rebate Extreams. 
The Greatn:ſs.of Frarce carries thoſe Threats to all her 
Neighbours, that, politically ſpeaking, 'tis the Melanchollif 
proſpect England has had to make ſiace Eighty Eight : The 
Spantard at that time, being fhorter in all things but his 
Pride and Hope, than the French Kzng is now of the ſame 
univerſal Monarchy. "This greatneſs begun by the eleaventh 
Lewis, ſomewill have it, has not been ſo much advanced 
by the Wiſdom of Richlieu, and Craft of Pazarene, 'no, 
.n9t the Arms .of the preſent 3onarch, as by the a/ifaxce or 
comvivanc? of Engiand, thathas moſt to loſe by him. 
Cromwell begun, * and gave lim the Scale againft the 
Spaniard. The Reaſon of State he went upon, was the 
ſupport of his ulurpd Dominion: &nd he was not out in 
if; forthe £x//e of the Royal Famil; was 2 great Part of the 
price Gt that Aid: In which we ſee, how much Tztereff pre- 
vails above Nature. It was not Royal Kjinared could ſhelter 
a King azainſt.the Solicitations of an U/nrper with the'Sox of 
lis Mother's Brother. | 
But it will be toid us by ſome People, Fe have act 
D 2 Aevererated , 
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C241 nies, but exaftly foilowd the ſame Steps over ſince, 


which has given ſucli an Tncreale ro rhdie Beginnings, cg 


te French Monarchy is almoſt above our reach, But fup-- 


poſe it ware true, what's the cauſe of it ? Fr has not bcen old 
Friendſhip, or nearneſs' of Blood, or NYighbourhuod; Nor 
couid it be trom an inclination in our. Miniſters, to bring 
things here to a like iſſue, as ſome have ſugreſterl ; forthen 
we-{ſhould have clogg'd his Succt1ies, mitcau of helping 
them-in any kind, left in doing 1o, we'shouid have pur it 
to his power to hinder our 0wn. 


But perhaps our croſs Accidents of State may ſometimes - 
have compell'd us into his Friendſhip, and his Councils have - 


carcfully improv'd the one, and husbanded rhe other, to 


great Advantages; and that this was more ther made for 


our Exzliſh Intereſt ; and yet*tis but too true, that the ex. 


tream Hears of ſome men, that molt inveighed againſt it, - 


went too far.to ſtrengthen ' that underſtanding, by not 
taking what would have been grantec, and creating an In- 


tereſt .at home, that might: naturally have dillolved that 


Correſpondenee abroad. 


I love not to revive things * that are-unecafily remembred, 


but ia Points moſt tender to the late King,he thought himſelf 


ſometimes too cloſely preſt, and hardly held; and we are - 


all wiſe enough now to ſay, a milder ConduCt had ſucceed..- 


edbetter: For if reaſonable things may be unreaſonably 
preſt, and with ſuch private Intentions, as induced a de- 
nial,. Heats about things doubtful, unwiſe or unjuſt, muſt 
needs harden and prejudice, | 

Let us then create an Intereſt for the Prince az Fiome, and 
ForreignFtiendſhips (at beſt, uncertain and dangerous) will 


fall of courſe ; for if it.be allow*d” to private” men, ' ſhall 
it. be: forbid to Princes.only,. to. know and be truetotheir - 


It 


own Support * 
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it is nd gore than what every Age makes us to fee 
in all Parties of mn. The Parliaments of England ſince 
theReformation, g/21922 2 quarzey to Roman 4 atholicks, 
Wave forecd them to the C:ow# lor ſhelger :- And to1nduce 
the Monarchy to yield them the Pro:-f#/ox they have. needed, 
bave with mighty Addreis and Skill, recommended then- 
ſelves as the yreat Friends of the Prerozative, and {0 
firccelsfully too, that: it were not below the Wiſdom of 
thas Conſtitution to reile& what they have Toft by that + 
coltivene(s of rheirs to:Cathdicks. On the other hand, 
the Crown having treated the: Breteſtant Diſſenters, 
with the ſcyerity of the Laws that affeQed them, ſuffering 
the- ſharpeſt of them to -fall upon ' their + Perfons -and 
Eſtates, they have bcen driven ſucceſſively to Parliaments 
for Succonr, who'e Priviledzes, with equal St/{ and Zyal, they 
have abetted: And our late unhappy Wars are too plain 
a-proof, how much their Acceſſion gave the Scale againft 
the Power and Courage of both Confozmifts and Catho- 
licks, that adhered to the Crows.” 

Nor muſt this contrary Adheſion, be imputed to Love 
or Hatred; but meceſſary * Intereſt: Refuſal in one place 
makes way. for Addreſs in another. If- the Scene be 
changed, the parts muſt follow ; - for as well before as after 
Cromwel's Uſurpation, the Roman Catholicks did not 
only promiſe the moſt ready Obedience to that Govern- 
met 19 his Printed Apologies for Liberty of Confcience: But 
actually treated by fome of their greateſt Men, with the- 
Miniſters of thoſe Times for I»d»/gexce, upon the aſſurances 
they offer dto give of their good Behaviour to the Govern : 
ment, as theneſtabliſh't. On the other hand, we ſee the 
P2eſbyterians, That in Scotland began the Wer, and in 
England promoted ard upheld it to Forty Seven, when 
xeady- to be ſupplanted Þj the Idepenrdants, "wheel to the - 


= 
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"King; In Scotland they Crown him,8e come intoEnglind with 


an Army to reftore him, where their Brethren joyn them ; 
but being defeated, They help,by private Coiz#ions,ro ſupport 
him abroad ; andefter the Overthrow of Sir G. Boorh's At. 
"tempt ; to almoſt a Miracle,reſtorehim. And which is more, 
2 great part of thac Army too, whole Victories rife from the 
Rain of the Prince they re(tored. | 
But to give the laft Proots our Age has of the power of 
Intereſt, againſt the Notion oppoſed by this Diſcourſe, Firſt, 


\the Ind:pexdants themieives, held the greateit Republicans of 


all Parties, were the moſt Laviſh-and Superſtitous Adorers 
of Monarchy in Oliver Cromwell, becauſe of the regard 
he had to them ; allowing him, and his Son after him,to be 
Cuftos Utrinſa, Tabule, over all Cauſes, as well Eccleſiaſtical 
a5 Civil, Dupzcam Eovernour. And next, the Conformiſts 
in Parliament, - reputed che moſt Loyal.and Monarchical men, 


. did more than any body queſtion and oppoſe the late King's 


Declaration of Induzence; even They themiclves would not 
allow ſo much Prerogative to the Crown. 

This proves the Power of Iaterezt, and that all Perſwafions 
enter with it: And when they ſee the Gover»mext engaging 
them wich a fix*c Liverry of Conſcience, they mult fer their 
own lakes ſeek the Syppori of it, by which it is-maintained, 
'This Vaion, direfted under the Prince s ConduEt, would 
awe the greatne!s of our Neighbours, aud foor return 
Europe to its 2ntient Batlizce, ana that wnto $38 hand too. 
$S53that he may keriie rreat L547 of the Chriltian World. 


But if the Policy of the Government piaces the Security of 


"Its Inter=it in »/36 3; Feucl 017 or the evil lntereſt of the Diſſen- 
#ers, it 15 nor rote worlyel at, if they are leſs found tn 


the prailes of i:3 Conduct, than others tro whom they are 

oJered upa Sacrif.ce by 1: 
I know it will be infizvated, Thot 1here 75 dinner tx build- 
ne 
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ing upon the Union of divers Intereffs ; and thiswiil beaggra- 
vated to the Priace, by ſuch as would engrofs his Bo»nty and 
intercept his Grace from 2-great part of his People. Bur T- 
wil only oppole to that. meer Suggeſtion, three Examples 
to the contrary, with this Challangs, That if* after rum- 
maging the Records of all Time, they find one Inſtance 


_ to contradict me, I ſhall jubmit-the- Queſtion «to their 


Authority. 

The Fir# is given by thoſe Chritfan Empcr62s, who 
admitted of all forts of D-ſſearers into their Armies, Court? 
and Sevares. This, the Egclefiaſtical Story of thoſe Times, 
aſſures us, aad particularly Socratcs., Cvagriug, and 
Onupirius. | 

The /Vext Inſtance is that of Prince Will:am of Orange, 
who by a timely Izdulgexce, united the ſcattered: ſtrength 
of Yolland, and, all animated by the Clemency, as well as 
Valoar of their C aptain, ccrown'd hig Attempts with an ex- 
traordinary Glory ; and what makes, continues Great. 

. The 4aft is givearus by Livy, in his account of Bannibals 
Army ; -© That they conſiſted of divers Nations, Langaages, 
* Cuſtoms & Religions : That under all their ſucceſſes of War 
*and Peace, for Thirteen Tears together, they never mutinied 
* againſt their General, - nor fell our among themſelves. 
What Ltvp relates for a Wonder, the Marqueſs Uirgilto 
Malvetzy gives the Reaſon of, to wit, their Yariety and 
Difterence, we!l managed by their General ;- for ſaid he, © It 
* wasimpoſſible for ſo many NVationg, Cuſtoms and Reiigions 
* to combine, eſpecially whenthe General's equal hand gave 
* him more Reverence with them, than they had of affefti- 


* on for one another. - '{!115 (ſays he} ſome would -whyully 


* impute toYzanmbai.. but however great he was, Fattri- - 

© bute 1t-to-rhe- vacie!ty of People-in the Army : For (adds 

*©he) Rcme's A:i.y was: ever 'lels given to Mutiny, -- 
| | *\when - 
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. & when batlanced with Auxiliary L2gioas,thea when intirg- 
| by ly Ro%4n, Thyz mych in his D.icourſes ypan Corn:lius 
oo 4H. 
* And theyare neither few, nor of the weakeſt ſort of men, 
tha: havg thought the Con:ord of D'.ords the firmeſt Biſis 
fox Government to buil| upon, The buſineſs is to Tuxe 
"then well, and that mult bz by theskill of the M/ſ:14p, 

In Nature we ſee, all Heat conſum2s, all Cold kills: Dhat 
three D2grees of Cold to two of Hat, allays the Hzat, but 
introduces the contrary Quality, and over-cools by a D-- 
gree ; but iwo Degrees of C:/d to two of H-4t, makes a Poige 

. za Elements, and a*'Buinze in Nifure. And in thoſe Fa- 
 miljes where the eveneſt Hand is carried, the Work is- beſt 
done, and the Maſter is moſt reverenced, 

'This brings me to another benefit, which accrues to the 
Monarch? by a Toleration, and that is xa Balance at home : 
Por though it be improbable, . jt may ſo happ2n, that either 
the conforming or non-conforming Party may be undutitul ; 

the one is then a Billance to the other, This might have 
prevented much Miſchief to our ſecond and third Yyenry, King 
Joh1, .che {ccoud Edward 4-4 Richard, ,a»d unhappy 
.ÞPency the ſixth, as it undeniably ſaved the Royal Family of 
France, «z4 /ecured Dolland, 414 kept it fram truckling 
trader the Spaniſh Monarchy. While all hol4 of the Govern- 
ment, *cis that which gives the Scale to the moſt Datiful ; 
but Rill, no farther than to ſhaw Its Power, and awe the 
diſorderly into Ohediencs, not to deſtroy the Balrce, leſt Tt 
ſhould aftezwards want the means of Over-poizing FatFion. 

Phat this is mare than Fancy ; plain it is, that the D//- 

ſeater maſt firmly adhear to the Government for his Bezng, 
chile the Church-man 1s provided far. "Fhe one fubſilts by 
irs Mer:y, the other by its Bo»nty. This is ty'd by P/epty, 
but thix by Necs/ity, which being the laſt of Tyes, and 
; ſtrongeſt 


that all men Laboured cheerfully, and Traded boidly, wh 
they had the Royal Word to keep what thiy got, 
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- ſtrongeſt of Obligations, the Security is greateſt from him, 


that it is fancied moſt unſate to Tolerate, 

But beſides this, the -Tra»quility which it gives at Home, 
will both oblige thoſe that are upon the Wing for Forreign 
Parts, to pitch here again ;- and at a time when our Neigh- 
bouring Monarch is waſting his People, excite thoſe Suf. 


 ferers 1nto his Majeſties- Kingdoms, whoſe Number will 


encreaſe that of hisSubjeCts, and their Labour and Couſump- 
tion, the Trade and Wealth of his Dominions. 
For what are all cp_ but of People? And if rhe 


 Goyernment may by Laalgenzetadd the Inhabitants of Ter 


Cities tot'10le of its own, it obtains a Victory without charge. 
The Anrtient: Perſecution of France andthe Law Countrics, 
has furniſht us with an 1nvingible "Inftanc2; for of thoſe- 
that came hither on chat account, we were i» Fr:tt:d 0 moſt 


.uſefal Manufatt ries, as byTourſes of the like nature, we /off 


a great part of-our IVooll.n Trade. And as men, in times 
ot danger,draw in their S:ock,andeither tranſimir it to other 
Banks, or bury their-Talentet home” for ſecurity (char being 
cut of. {ight, it may be qurt:of reach too (and cither is fatal 
toa Kinzdom) S9 thts mildae's entreated, ſetting every * 
mans -Heart at re't, every man will he .at work, and the 
Srock of the . Kingdom employed ; which, like the Boos, 
that hath its due paſſage, will give Life.aud Vieour o-cvery 
Member.in e;2 povlick Pody. : 

And here give me leave to mention the Exreriment mad; 
at Home by his tate \iajeſty, ir his D-Caration of dlgence, 
No matter how weil or #1)u;!t the aft of $:4:e was, *%tis n 4 
part of the butinels:n lnnd, hut what ec the Liberty of ? 
);ad von the Pezce aud IV. al: of the Kingdom, may ha: 
inſtruction in 1t to our preſent Condition. *T was evider 


{ 
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the Nrg rimfcittocame the eine fal. $Rmrer of Thiſenters 
Eftates. White-Fiel. then, and Sr. James's, vv ere as mite) 
viſited and courted by their reſpective Agents, es if tizey. had 
been of the Fazuly,: For that which eckpſed the Royal Good. 
ef, being by his own Hixd thus removed, his benigne In- - 
tlucnces drew the returns of. Sweetneſs and Duty from that . 
part of his Subjects, that the want of thoſe Inituences, had 
macc barren before. Then it was that we .look't like the 
Members of one Family, and Children of one Parent, -. Nor 
41d we envy our eldeſt Brother, Epsſcopacy, -his Inheritance, 
{0 that we had but a Child's Portion : For.not only Di/con- 
tents vaniſt';, but no matter was left for ill Spirits, forreign 
or domeſtick, to brood upon, or hatch ro Miſchief, Which 
was a plain proof, that it is the UVnjon of Intereſts, and.not 
of Opinions, that gives Peace to Kingdoms. Ris 

And with all Deterence to Authority, I would ſpeak it;the --. 
Liberty of the Declaration, ſeems- to be uur Engliſh Amonaune * 
at leaſt,- the Soverai2n Remedy to our Engliſh Conſtitution. 
And to fay true, we ſhifted Luck as ſoon as we had loſt it; 
like thoſe that looſe their Ropal Gold,” cherr Evil returys. 
' For all Diſſenters ſeem'd then united in their affe&ion to the 
Government, and follow'd their Aﬀairs without fear or, di- 
ſtraction. ProjedFs then, were ſtale and unmerchantable, 
and no. body cared for them, becauſe nobody wanted them: 
That gentle Opzare at the Prince's hand, laid the molt buſie 
and Turbulent to ſleep: But when. the loſs of that Ina. 
Zence made.them uncertain, and that uneafie, their Perſons 
and Eſtates being again expoſed to pay. the Reckoning of 
their Diſſent, no doubt, butevery Party ſhifted then as they 
could : : Moſt grew ſelfiſh,* at leaft,* jealous; fearing one 
ſhould make Bargains apart, orexclu{ive of the other. - This 
was the fatal -part_Diſſenters ated to their common Ruin : 
And Lrake this Partjality to have had too great a ſhare in - 
OM | | ate 
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late Animoſities ; which, by freſh Accidents fall; in, have 
{weld to a mighty: Deluge, ſuch an one as nath over: 
whelmed the former civil Concord and Serenity of the King- 
dom. '+And pardon me if I ſay, T cannot ſee that thoſe Waters 
are like to aſſwage, till this O/zve Branch of Indulgence be Tome 
ay or other reſtored : The Waves will ſtill cover our Earth, 
and a ſpot of Ground will hardly befound in this glorious Ile, 
for a great+Number of uſeful Peopleto ſet a quiet foot upon. 


| And to perſue the Allegory ; what was that Xrk it ſelf, bas 


the mo#t apt and lively Emblem'sf Toleration ?- A kind'ot 


- natural Temple of Indulzence. Tn which, we find two rf every 


living Creature dwelling together,” of borh *Sexes too, that 
they might. propagate ; and that- as well of the wncicon as 


- clean kind : So that the beſer and leſs uſetul fort were laved, 
- Creatures never like to change their Nature, and fo far from: 


being whip't and puniſh't to the Altar, that they were ex- 
prelly forbid. Theſe were Saved, theſe were Fed ard *Re- 
#ored to their Antient Paſtures. Shall we be ſo mannerly 
as tocomplement the Conformifts with the ſtile of Clean, anc 
ſo humble as to take the Vzc/eaz kind to our ſelves, who are 
the leſs Noble, and mo e Clowniſhſort of People ? I think 
verily we may do it, .it we may but be ſaved too by the Coax: 
manaer, of our Engliſh Ark. ' And this the Peaccable and Vir- 
euous :Diſſenter has the leſs reaſon to-fear, ſince Facred Tex: 


- tells us, '*'T'was Vice, and nor Opixion that brought the Deluge 


upon the reſt, And here (to: drop our Allegory) -I muſt 
take leave to hope, that though the Declaration be gone, if 
the reaſon of it remain, I mean, the Jntereſt of the 
Monarchy, the A727 and His Great Concid will graciouſly 
pleaſe to think a Toleration, no Dangerous nor Obſolete thing. 
But as Toleration has many Arguments for it,that are drawn 
from the Advantages that have & would come to the Publick 
by it, ſo there are divers Mi/chiefs that muft*unavoidably 

E-2 follow 
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fallow the Per/ecupion of Diſſe vers, that may reaſonably 
diſſwade trom ſuch Severity. For they mult.cither be 


Ruin'd, Fly or Confoun ; and perjiars the laſt isnor the - 
Safeſt. If they are Ru77'd 1n their Eftates, and their Fexſons - 


Imprifon'd,” modeſtly computing, a fourth of the Trade and 
Mnosfaftury of the Kingdom .fnkts; and thole that. have 
help't to maintan the Poor, mul} come upon the. Poors Book 
for Maintenance. "This ſeems to. be an Impoveriſhing of tlie 
Publick. Burt if to avoid this, they Tranſport themſelves, 
with their Eſtates, into ether. Governments; nay, though 
it were to any of his Majeſties Plantations. the Number were 
far #00 grea? to be ipar'd trom Home. . So much Principal 
Srock wanting to- turn the yearly .Traffck, and ſo. man 
People too, to conſume our yearly Growth, mult iffue fatally 
to the Trade: one; way, and 0:1 the Lanls and Rents of the 
Kinzdom the other way. | 

And Laſtly, It they ſhould-relolve,. neither to /xffer nor 
fly; but conform to prevent both, Itis to beenquired, if this 


Cure of Church-Diviſion be ſafe to-the *tate; or not rather, . 


a raking up Coals ander Aſhes, for a future Miſchief? He 
whom Fear.or Policy hath made 7reacherow to his own 


Conſcience, ought not to be held.77xe to any thing but his - 


own Safety and Revenge, His Contormity . gives him- the 
firſt, and his Reſentment of the Force that compels it, will 
on no occaſien let him want the laſt... So that Conformity 
conzens no body. but theGovernment: For the State Phanaticu 
(which is the «»/afe thing to the State) being chriften'd by 
Coxforraity, he is Elegible every where, with Perſons the 
molt devored to the Prince: Andall men will hold themſelves: 
protefted in their Votes by it... _ 

A Receipt ro make: Fatkion keep, and preſerve Dif- 
lojalty aa4inſt all Weathers, For whereas the nature of Tefts 
ist0 4/cover, this is the way to concen the Inclinations of, 

| men 
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menfrom-che Goverment, Plain Diſont-is the Prince wish 
s Candle in His hand: He \ees the Where and What of 
"Perſons and Things : He diſcriminates, and.makes that a 
rule of conduct: rut forc'd Conformity is the Prince 'in the 
dirk : © Tt blows out his Candle, ang leaves him with» 
out Diſtinftion : Such' Subjects ars* like . Figures in Sand, 
when Water is flap't upon them,they run together,and are in» 
diſcernable : Or written Sedition,mace i/egible by writing the 
Oaths & Cazons upon it : The ſafeſt way of blotting out Danger, 
And I know not haw to forbear ſaying, that this xeceſſary 
Conformity makes the Church dangerous to the State : For even 
the Hipocrifie that follows,makes the C hatch borh conceal and 
protett the Hypocrites ; which together with their Liberality 
to the Parſcy, Charity to the Pogr, and Hoſpitality to thetr 
Neizhbeurs, recommends them to the firſt tavour they have 
to b:ſtow. . That Fort is wn/afe where a part of the Garriſon + 
conliſts of diſgniſed Enemies; tor when they take their turns 
at the Match, the danger is hardly evitable. Ir would then 
certainly be for the ſatety of the Forz,that ſuch Frieads ind{aſ- 
querad: Were induſtroully k:pt out," inltead of being whipt in: - 
And it was ſomething of this I remember that was made 
an Argument for the Declaration of Indulgence in the Pre- 
amble,to wit, the greater Safety of the Government,from Dpen 
and Yublick, ther private, a: ſenting Meetings wv lar, as 
indecd the reft bear the like refemblance. For theſe were the 
Topicks, 'quiet12 the People, exconraging Strangers to come 
ard-hve among us, and Trade by it ; and laſtly, preventing 
the Danger that miglhs ariſe ro the Government by private. 
Mcetings: Of greater reaſon then'trom private men, rior 
leſs diicontented, but more concealed and ſecured by the 
great D2ake of Church Conformity: . Ir is this will chake a 
Comprehenſion of the next Dilfenters to the Church dangerous, 
tho*it were praQticable, of which ſide ſoever it be. For inan 
Ave, 


RS... 
« Age, the preſent Government ſhall feel the Art and Induſtry of 
.the comprehengded. . Sa that.a To/eration is in reaſon of State 


. tobe prefer'd: And if the Reaſons of thei Declaration were 
ever good, they are ſo ſtill, becauſe the Emergencies of State. - 


.. that made them ſo, femain ; and our.Neighbours arenot leſs 
owerful to improve them to our detriment. 

- But it will be now ſaid, Thongh the' Government. ſhould find 
its accaunt in what h.us been laſt alledged, this were the way to over- 
throw, the Church, and encourage, Diſſenters to continue. in their 
Errors. Which is that ſecond-main ObjeCtion I propoſed at 
firſt, to anſwer in its proper place, and that I think this is. 

I humbly ſay, if it prove the Intereft of the three conſider. 
able CharchIxterefts in this Kingdom, a' Relaxatvor, at leaſt, 
can hardly fail us. . The three Church Intereſts are,That of 

the Church of England ; That of the Roman-Catholick- 
--Difſenter ; and That of the P2oteſtant-Dillenter. 

\That the Church of England ought 17 Conſcience ad Pri. 
dence to conſent to the Eaſe.deſired. 

- Tpray firſt, that it be conlidered, how great a refle&ion 
it will. be upon her Honour, that from a Perſecuted, ſhe 
Should turn a:Perſeca#ting Church : .An overthrow none of her 
Enemies have beenable to give to her many exc#llent Apologies. 
Nor will it be. excuſed, by- her ſaying, She #s 7 #he Right, 
which her _Perſecutors were-not ; ſince this is a confidence 
not wanting in- any of them, or - her Diſſenters ; and the 
truth is, it 1s but-the begging of a Queſtion, that will by no 
means be granted. 

No. boay. qught to know: more then Church-men, © that 
Conſcience cannot b? fozced, [That Oferings againſt Cox- 
ſcience, are as oazous to God, as -wneefie to them that make 
them. That God loves a free. Sacrifice. That Chriſt for- 
bad Fire, though from Heaven (it ſelf) ro puniſh Diſſes- 
ters; and commanded that the. Tares ſhould grow with _ 

Wheat 
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\Wheat 4! the Hirveſs, ; In fine, that we ſhou'd love Enemies 
themlelves : And to-cxclude woridly {trife for Rehigion ; 
That-\ bis-*Kjngdom ” s not of [thif World; This was the 
Dattrine of the L/-(ſed S1%iowy of- rhe World. - 

Saint Pal perſues the ſame-courſe. Is glad Chriſt 1s 

Preached, . be it of Empy+-the-worft ground for Diſſent 
that can be. - It was he that*ask't that hard, bur juſt 
Queſtion, Who art. thou that judgeſt another 'mans Sihoant ? 
To ': his own» Lord -4e flandeth or . falleth*** He- allows the 
Church a Warfare, and Weapens to perform it, but they 
are .not' Carnal,” but Spiritual. - Theretore'it was ſo adviſed, 
that every man in matters of Religion, ſhould be fully perſwa- 
ded in-his own mind, and if any were ſhortor miſtaken, God 
would, in his time, Inform them better. © 

He tells us of Schiſmaticks and Hererick®too, and their 

puniſhment, which-is to the point in hand : *HedireCts to a 
firſt and ſecond Admorition, and if that prevail not, rejet? 
them : That is, refuſe them Church Fellowſhip, *z;/ows their 
Relation,. and dexy them Communion. But in all this there 
is not a Word of Fines or Impriſonments, nor is it an excuſe 
to any Church, that the civ4/ Magiſtrate executes the ſeverity, 
while they are Members of her Communion, 'that make and 
execute the Laws. | 

But if the Churcly could gain her Point, T mean Conformity, 

unleſs ſhe could gain conſent roo, - *twere but Conftraint at + 
laſt. ' A Rape upon the Mind, which: may encreaſe her 
Number, zot her Devotions. Onthe contrary, the reſt of 
her Sons are in danger by their Hypocriſie. The moſt cloſe, 
but watchful and Revengeful thingin the World. Beſides, 
the Scandal can hardly be removed : -T'o over-vaiue Coyn, and 
Rate Braſs to Silver, Beggers any Country ; and to own them 
for Sons The zever begat," debaſes and dilrores any Church, 

1 were better £9 izavlze forreigh Coyn of zntrin{ick Yalweand 
"- 
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* Jet it paſk for its Welzhr, 'Tis not Number, but Quality; Two 
. Or three ſincere Chriſtians, that form an Evangelical Church ; 
.and tho rhe Church were: lejs, more Charity on thegnehand, 
and Piety on the other, with exatt Church-cenſure, and leſs 
vil Coertion, would giye her. credit with Conſcience in all 
Sets ; without which, their Acceſſion it ſelf would be. no 
benefit, but diſgrace, .and hazard to her Conſtitution, 

And to ſpeak. prudently. in this Aﬀair, *tis the iInteref of 
the Church of EnTzland, not to ſuffer the Extinftion of 
Diſſcnters, that ſhe may have a Counter Ballance to the 
Roman Catholicks, who, . though few .in Number, are 
great-in Quality, and greater in their  forreign. Friendſhips 
and Afﬀiſtance. On the orher hand, it is Her latereſt to 
Jndulge the Roman; Cath21ick, that by is Acceſſion, -She 
may-atall tires,” have the Bullance in her own hand, againſt 
the P2otsKant Dillenter, . /caning to. either, as ſhe finds 
+ her Doftrin? undermined by the one, or her Diſcipline by 
the. other ; or laſtly, her civil Interejt endangered. from 
' either of them, wa, | 

And it is certainly tie Fnferelt of- both thoſe Extreams of 
;Diſſept, that, She, -rather than either of them ſhould hold 
the Sole. For as the Proteſtant « Diſſenter cannot hope for 
any Tenderneſs, excluſive of Romay Catholicks, bur almoſt 
the [ame Reaſexs may: be adyanced againſt him; ſo on the . 
_ other hand, it would Jook imprucent, as well.as-unjult, in 
the-Roman Catholichs, to lolicite any -Indulgence- excluſive of 
Preteitant Diſſente's. For beſides that , this tkeeps up 
the Animoſity, which &t is-their .Interelt.to burv: The 
conſequence will be, to take the advantage of Time, to 
ſnatch it-from one another, when an united Regneft for Li- 
-berty, cnge gramed, wall oblige -both Parties, 10 all times, 
for Exmapic ſake, to have it equally preſerved. Thus are all 
Chuic-Intereſts of Conformiſts and Diſſenters,, rendered 
| | coniiftent 


bw, 
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 confiſtent and fafe- in their- civit Inter6R :0ne with the 
- other. 


But it'will laft of all, doubtleſs, be objeRted,” That though a 
Toteration were never [o deſirable in it ſelf," and in its conſequence 
beneficial to the Rublick, yet the Government cannot allow it without 
Ruin to the Church of England,whieh it 4s obliged to maintain. 

But-I think this will not affeft'the Queſtion at all, anleſs 

by maintaing the Church of England, it 15S underſtood that-he 


' ſhould force whole- Parties to þbe- of her Communion; or 


knotk them on the Head: Letus call to mind, that theR-lrgior 
that is true, allows'no man to do Wrong, that Right may 
come of it. {And that -n6thing has leflen'd the' Credit-of 
any Religion more, ' than deelining to ſupport it {elf by its 


. own Charity and Prety, and taking SanfQtuary-4n the Arms, 


rather than the Underſtandings of men. Niolencesare ill Pillars 
for "Truth to-roſt upon. The Church-of * England muilt be 
maintain'd : Right; but ean't that be- done withoutrhe Dy/- 


. enter bedeftroyed ? In vain then did:Chrit-command Peter 


to put up his Sword, with this Rebuke, He rhat kills with the 
Sword, -with the. Sword ſball be billed, -if his RoHowers are to 
draw. it. again. 'He" makes killing for Religion, Murder, 
and deſerving Death : Was'he:then in the right, Not re 


call Legions tochis ifſiſtance ? And are not his-Followers of 


theſe -times-1n the Wrong, to ſeek to uphold their Religion 
by any methods of Force ? The Church of England miilt be 
maintain'd, therefore the Diſſenters, .that almoſt hold the 
ſame Doctrine, maſt be rutned. A-Conſequence moſt *un- 
natural, as it is almoſt 4mpoſſible.: *For beſides thar, the 
. Drudgery would unbecome the civil Magiſtrate, whos, the 
:Image;of.divine Juſtice .and Clemency, atd thattit would 
Faſten the:Charatter of a+ Fa/fe Church, - upon one-that ds- 
(Fires tobe. elteemed*a 1 ve one ; ſhe puts 'the* Government 
wpons Task thatis hard torbe performed. *A;2gs.car 20 mote 
: | F 'make 
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z&s 1c without Straw, thas:Slaus, The Condition of 
_ our Attairs 1s much chang'd,. and the Circumſtances.ou 
Government is under, difter-mightity ftrom-thofe of our 445- 
ceftors. They had not tlic fame. diffeats.tordeal with,nor rhd&: 
Difleats the like Bodies of Peaple to render.them formidable, 
ad their Proſecution miſchievous.to the ;Stare, : . Nor.did! 
this come of the Prizces..negleti-or. Indulgence : ,.There:are 
other Reaſons to be aſſigned, of which, the opportunities 
Domeſtick 'Troudbles. gave to their-Increaſe and Power, -and . 
the Severitics uſed to ſuppreſs them, :may.go for none of 
che leafr. © So that it was as 2wvolauntary in the Prixee,".as to 
the Charch Anxious. ;; And under this neceſſity ito tye the - 
Magiftrate to old meaſures, is to be regardleſs .of Time, 
whoſe /7eſþ Circumſitanees. give Aim to.the condutt of wile 
mea in their preſent. Actions. -» Governments, as well as 
.ourts, ehazge their Faſhions: The ſame Cl/oathes will not al- 
ways ferve : And Politicks. made Osſotere by new Aecidents, 
Are as unſafe £0 follow, as antiquated Dreſſes were rid/cu/aus 
tO Ware. 

Thus Sea-menknow, and teach us in:their daily practice: 
They humour the Winds; though they will He as near as:thay 
can, and trim their Sails by their Compals :  And-by :pati- 
ence under theſe conſtrained and unevert Courſes, it 15 they 
gain their Port at laft. :- This juſtifies the Governments 
change of Meaſures from the change of Things ; for res #0- 
Junt male Adminiſtrar;. 

And tobe free, it looks more then Partial, to Ele& and 
Reprobatetoo. - That the Church of Zxgland is prefer'd, and 
has the Fat of the Earth, ' the Authority of the Magiſtrate, and 
the ;Power of the Sword in her Sons Hands, which comprehends 
all the':;Honours, : Places, Profits,” and Powers of the" Kjngdom, 
muſt: not þ8 repined at : i; Let her have it,-and keeprit all, | - 
and let none'dare feeiCor accept ay Otfice 'that is*not-of _ 7 

| wes O — / ad 
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- But'to ruin Diſſenters to: compleat her Happineſs, (pardon 


the Allufion) 15 Calvantiſm in the worſt ſence; for this is 


that” Floprendems Decretuns reduc'd to Praftice: And topurſue 


that ill-natured Principle; Mer ave civilly Damn'd for that 
they caxnot help, Tince Faith is nog in” Man's power, though 
it ſometimes expoſes one-to.it. | 

It is a-/evere-Dilemma,” that 4 man muſt cither renounce 


-that of which he makes'Conſcience in the fight of - God, or 


be civ#lly-and' Ecelefiaſftically Reprovated, © There was a time 
when. the Chxrch of Exi#land her felt ſtood in need of Indul- 
zence; #nd made vp-a great-part of the- Non-corforms/ts of 
this-Kingdom, 'and what'ſhethen wanted, ſhe pleaded for, 
I'mearra Toteration; and'thatiin'a genetal-Stile, as divers of 
the Writings: of her* Dotors tell us: © Of which; let it be 


' endtigh'but tommention thatexcsllent Difcourfe of Dr. Tay/cr, 
- Bifboy of Down, entituled- Liberty of P2zophecy. 


- And*that 'which' makes Severity look: the worſe in the 


' Members of the CharcBof Exp land,” is the Modeſty ſhe pro- 
/*ſſes about'the truth of the:things ſhe believes : . For though 


perhaps it were” indefencible in_anp+Chbrch to compel a 
mar to that whiclrfhe'were infallibly, affured ro be true,*ezn- 
leſs ſhe ſnperceeded his Ignorance by Convittion, rather then 
Anthoricy, it muſt doubrleſs look rude to puniſh men into 
Conformity to that;"of the truth of whieh, the' Church:her 
ſelf pretends: ne-certainty. **Nor that I would. leſs believe a 
Church fo caurious then 6ne more coutident ; but Flow not 
how to help thinking Perſecution harſh, when they ruin Peo- 
ple for. not believing that, which they have not in themſelves the 


- power” of believing, and which ſhe'taxpor give them, and"of 


which her ſelf 1s' 07 :#f«tlibly aſſured. Vhe Drift of this 
Moderation, which” -well becomes us poor Mortais, 'r ner 


' for every idle Word we ſhea muſt give ew account at the Day of 
Judgment, 1f our Saviour's DoQtrine have any (credic with 
_ us 3 | 5 2 "Tr 
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[rwould much mittigate the Severity, if. the diſſent were- 
Sullen or in Contempt: But if men can'c help or hinder their . 
Belief, whey are rather Vabappy than Guilty, and” more to be © 
pitied than blamed:,' However, they are. of: the. realonable .. 
fttock'of the Country, and though they were .unworthy of . 
Favour, they may not be unfitto /zve. Tis Capital, at Law, 
to. deſtroy Baſtards, . and By-blows are lay'd to the Pariſh 
totkeep: + They muſt: maintain themart. laſt : And $hall not. 
theſe natural Sons, at leaſt, be laid at.the' Door of the 'King- 
dom ? : Unhappy fate of Diſſenters! 'to be: leſs heeded, .and . 
more- deſtitute then-any. Body... If this ſhould ever hap- 
pento be:the effeQt of their own Folly,with ſubmiſſion,it can 
never be the conſequence of the Government's Engagements... 

Election does not-neceſlarily imply a Reptobation of the . 
reſt. | If God hath eleFed ſome to Salvation,: it will not 
follow, of courſe, that he hath abſolutly rejeQed all thereſit. 
For tho? he was God of the Jews, he was God of the: Gewri/es 
roo, and.they. were his People, the' the Jovs were his peculiar - 
People. God. reſpetts not Perſons,” ſays Sy, Peter,the good of 
all Nationsareaccepted. : The. Difference at laſt-will not be - 
of Opinion, but Wozks: : Sheep or Goats,- all, of all 
judgments will be found; and; Come, well done; or. Go ye 
Workers of Iniquity;.-will conclude their Eteraal State: Let 
us " careful therefpre of an Opinion-Repzobation of one 
another. 

Welſce the God of Nature hath taught us ſofter Doftrine 
ins-great Book of the World : His Sun ſbines, and his Rai 
falls upon _ All the Productions: of _ are -by "ps 
and. chall it be. proper»to Religion: only iro: propagate by * 
Forces The oor Pick inftruQts US .1N \ Ba wagg—— 4 to 
dejend-her feeble Young, refuſes'no,danger. :. All the Seeds 
and Plants that grow for the uſe 'of Man, are produc'dby the - 
kigd and warat Infilegces* of the Sun. -- ?Tis Kjnare/s _ 
uPan ids ", 
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vpadlds human Race.- People-don't mulnp!7 in ſpight : And » 
if ir be by gentle and friendly ways, that Nature produces and | 
matures the Creatures of the World,certaialy Religion thould 
teach us to be-Mz/d and: Bearing. 

Let your Moderation be known to all men, was the ſaying . 
of- a great DoCQtor of the Chriſt:an Faith; and his Reaſon for 
that command Cogent, - For the Lord is at hand. As it he had 
ſal,” Have a care what you do, be-not 6:trer nor az0/ent, 
for the Judge is at the Door : Do as you would be done to, - 
left what you 4-»yto others, God shou!d refuſe fo you. | 

And after-all this, ſhall the Church of Exg/andbelels tender 
of mens Conſciences than our common Law is of them Lives, 
which had rather a Thouſand Cr#ia/s ſhould eſcape, than 
that-Qne [zxccent ſhould periſh? Give me leave to ſay, that 
there azemany Innec:n;5 (Conſcience excepted) now expoſed, 
Men honeſt, peaccable and uſeful ; -free of ill delignes; that 
pray-for.Ce/ar,”and-pay their Tribute to Ce/ar., _ | 

If any tells,” They have, or may, ill uſe their Toleration, i - 
ſay, this muſt be look'tto, and not Liberty therefore refuſed ; 
for the Exgliſh Church cannot ſo much forget her own Maxim 
to Diſſenters, That Propter abuſum non eft Tollendizs wſus. Tt 
luffices-to our Argument, *tis no neceſſary Conſequence, and 
that Fact and Time. are for us. + And if- any miſuſe ſuch 
Freedom, and entitle Conſcience to Miſbehavour,' we have 
other Laws enough to catch and puniſh the Ofendors, with- 
out ereativg One Party nth the Spoils of Sit. Andwhen - 
Rehgioa- becomes no mans Intereft; it will-hardly ever be 
any mansHypocrife. Men will chuſe by Conſcience, which 
at.lcaſt preſerves Integrity, though it were miſtaken-;- And * 
if aot inthe wrong; .Ty#th recompences Inquiry, and Light 
makes amends for Diſſent. . 0 

And*lince'aplain Method offers it ſelf, from the Circurn-- 


E 
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+ . ances of our caſe, .T take the freedom to preſent it; forthe 
Model of the entreated T oleration. 


Much has been deſired, ſaid and preſt in reference to'the 
late King's being Head of a. Proteſtant League, i which' takes 


in but #part of the.Chriſtian World ; .the Rowarand Greriar 
Chriſtians being excluded. ;.. But I moſt humbly offer; that 


our wiſe men world pleaſe to think of another Title for our 
Kijrgz, and that is Bead of a Chuſtian League; and give 


,- the Experiment here at Kome in.his own Dominions. 


The. Chriſtian Religton is admitted of -4! in-the Text, 
and by Alacknowledged,in.the Fpoftles Creed--Hereevery 
Party of Chriſtiazs meet, and center as in a General. *':'The + 


ſeveral Species of Chriſtians, that this Genus divideth - it ſelf 


into,. ar2 thoſe divers; Perſwaſions we have. withinetkis 


.. Kingdom ; the Church of England, Roman-Cathoticks, . 
, Grectans, Lutherang,-Pzeſbyterians. Jndependents, 
 Anabaptiſts, Quakers Socintans : Theſe I call ſo many 
- Orders of Chriftians, that axite in the Text,. and differ anlvin 


the Comment ; All owning one Deity,Saviour and Jude, good 


. Works, ewards and-Puniſhments : which Bodtes once regu- 
. lated, and holding of the Prince, as Head of the Government, 


muintaining Charity, and prefiomg Piety, - will be an Honour 


_ toChriſtianity, a Srexerh tothe Prince, and a+ Benefit to 
. the Publick : For in licu of an wn4ttainzb/e (at beſt an «7s 
_ fincere)-- Uniformity,, we ſhall have in Crvils, Unity and 

SmMity in Faith. 


"The Jews before, andin the time'of Herod, were: di- 
vided into divers Sefts. . There were Phariſers, Sadanres, 


. Heredians and Flſenes, ; They . maintained theic-Difſent 


without, Rnize to the .Government, : And the Magiſtrates 


. fell under ao cez/ore from Chriſt for that Toleration. 


The Gentiies, as already- has: been obſery'd,: had their 


dovers  orecrs of Philoſophers,. as diſagreeing as - ever 


Chriſtian, 
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Chriftians were, and+that without danger-to the-Peate of 

the: State.” | 

TheTurks themicives ſnow us, that both other Religions,” 
nd dryers Sectsot theinown, are very Loterable, with fecy- © * 
rity,to their Government... 

The' Koman  Church-is a 'confiderable inſtance to our 
point ; - for ſhe is made up of divers Orders of both Sexes, of *_ 
41 very differin? Principle”, tomemed ſometiraes,-to great Feud; © 
and4+Comtroverſies ;' as between*Franciicans , Dommtr- 

cans,*Jefwits' and . Sozbomiſts; yet without danger to 

the Political iſtate of the Church. - Cn"the contrary, the 
therefore coaſt her {elf intothat Method, that ſhe might /afe- 

ly give vent to.Noveltv and Zy41,. and ſuffer both without danger 

of Schijm.'*'And theſe Regulars,' are by the Popes Graunts,” 
priviledg'd with:an Exer7p7z0p from-Epilcopal Vifitation and 

Juriſdiction. + 2, _ 

þ Changing then the Terms, 'from Church to State, ths 
. Whole:contrivance looks very Wiſe and Imiteb/e. * For as by 
this,"Schiſme in their Church,” ſo Fa#02 in our State mayte 
prevented; #Aud theſe” rwi/ Regwars depending on the civil 

* Power, as thoſe Religious ones:do upon the Popes, ' will Na- * 

4aurally; like them,'. become the Perpetual Yotarys -of its 

. greatneſs..." And thus all Parties hanging, like Keys, 'by one 

"Ring, at the civil MagiſtratesGirdle, tho? each has its ſeveral 

Lock,* he that keeps .them *can open and ſhut every Door, 
> as the Perſons deferveand the publick Safety requires. * 

To make this more-eafic in Grant and Praftice, Thurbly * 
propoſe ; F;rf,” that every Party do preſent a voluntary Al- 
Jurance of their Fidelity to the: Government,” in Terms the 
moft-fnll and plain that may be : 1n which, asthe King will 
havean.Account of their Number, {o'of their Duty to the Go. © 
yernment, and Abboyrence bf all Faftionant Rebellion,” 

Cecopdly,” That they ſhould give. itt a Lifof their Meetings, 


$5 


. do rexew their Obligation of Obedience, by Annual -Sub. 
_ {criptions. 


' by each Diſſenting- Intereſt, to ſtand a.kind of Repreſenta- 


-Tntereſt between the Prince and his Diſſenting People : To be 


' Hands, puniſhab'e. : Secondly, That Controverſial Points-were 


Without phich (St.'Paid tells us) 1omman ſhall ſee the: Lord. 


* Tn 

: as to Place, Time, and the Perſons properly belonging to 
them. | | | 

_ Thirdly, that oncg incevery Year, 'the:names of Proſchytes 

be delivered into the. Clark of che Peace for every County, 

and thatAll of that Party, .as well as thoſe new Adherents, 


Fourthly, Becauſe it is not-impoſiible'that ſome or other 
may miſ-behave themſelves, - and abuſe this .Liberty, .or 
be abuſed inthe uſe of it. «That in every County three Þer- 
ſons of moſt Eminency be Tear/y Named to the Magiſtrates 


tives,. both to inform them what they can, uponinquiry, ef 
Perſons or.Things among the People of that Party, Which 
may. in the leaſt be thought to afte& the Government, - arid 
£9 have redreſs of injuries done to Perſons in the ſober.uſe of | 
their alſowed Liberty. | 

Theſe arethe Methods that have had moſt weight with me, - 
and the beſt FT know to create a Reciprocal Confidence arid 


ſure, this Courſe hath ſucceeded well elſewhere, even in 
Monarchical States. And therefore in it ſelf not inconſiſtent 
with BPonarchy. FIEAA. 6 T 

And*Laftly, Becauſe this Freedom: will be beſt kept and 
:mprov'd to the publick Benefit, by maintaining a good Un- | 
derſtanding between the divers Orders of Chriftians withm FfF 
themſefves. *Twere farther requifit, That, firff, No Aict- 
Names were continued, and ail Terms of - Reproach, on all 


carefully avgiaed, and: Vice declin'd, and Holoneſ's preſt, 


God Almighty inſpr' the KIN G's Eeart, and rhþ/r of hu Great 
Council,” robe rhe Inſtruments of this Bl: fſing tothe Kingdom, 
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-Tſhall conclude this Perſwaſlive with the Judginent of 
 fome Proms Fathers and Renowned Princes. 


FAN Uadatus and Ariſtides, wrote two Apologies tc 
Adrian,” for. the Chriſtian Faith, and againit the Per- 
ſccution 'of it. | 

-Fuſtin Martyr, an excellent Philoſopher and Chriſtian, 

writtws6 tearned) Diſſmuſives againſt Perſecution, which he 

dedicated (as I take it/ to Antorinuws Pre. And Marces 

Aurelits Antonims Waito, Biſhop: of Sards, a+ good and 

 Jearned man, writ'a ſmart Defente for the ChriſtianReligion, 

afid a Tolcration;/ dedicated to Verw, * 

' Tertnllian, 19 his moſt ſharp and exceſſent Apology for 

- : the Chriſtians, faſtens Per/ecntion upon the Gemtiles, as an in- 

ſeperable Viark of Szperſtition and: Error ; as he makes the 

. Chriſtizn Patience a Sign of Trath. Tn his Difcourſe to Srapule, 

he layes, *T not the property of” Religiow toPerliecute for Reli- 

gion ; {be ſhould be received for her ſelf, not Force. 

 Billiary, an.carly arid learned Father;-againft Avxentivs, 
faith, The Chriſtian Church does not perſecnte, . is perſecuted. 

Atticus © Biſhop of Conſtantinople; would by no means 
have the Miniſter of Nice to-reſpett any Qpinion-or 'Se& 
whailogver, in the Diltribution of the Money ſent by hin 
for theRelief of Chriſtians ; arid by-no means to prejudice 
thoſe that praQiſe a contrary Doftrime-ardPaith totheirs: 

Fiat he ſhould be ſure to-relieverhoſe thathunger-& thirft, 

and have not wherewith to help themſelves,- and make that 

. the rule of his conſideration. "In ſhort, he made the Heretichs 

to have his Wiſdotn in Admiration, -inthathe would by:2no© 

me*ns trotble of moleſt them. © © ae Sg 
Pocius (another Biſhop of Conſtantinople) was 'of: 
this Opinion, "Thar vt wits far thſie# by fair means voallere tita 

. he Church, than ty force to compell: Hedetermined to Vex nef+ - 
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Seft whatever, but reſtored to the Church the renowned 
Virtue of 3feekweſs required in { hriſtian Minitters. 

If we will -next hear the Hiſtouans own- Judgment, 
upon a Toleration, I am- of opinion (lays he) that he is # 


Perſccntor, that in any kind of way moleſtetb * ſuch men as lead 4 © 


quiet and praceable Life, Thus Sncrares in his third Book : 
In his ſeventh, he tells us, That the Biſbop of Sinada, ind-ed, 
did baniſh the Fbreticks, but neither id he this (lays he) 
accortrmg to the Rule of the Catholick Church, ., which 7s not 
aocuſtomed to perſecute, { |. 7.) 

Lactantius, tclls- the angry men of his time, thus, If 
you well, with Blood, Evil and Torments d fend your Worſhip, 
it ſball.not thereby be defend: d, bat polluted. 


ChxyſoTom ſaith cxpreſly, That it i not the manner of the - 


Children of God, to perſecute about their Religion, but an evi- 
dent Token of Anticir ff. 

Thus the Fathers and Doors of the firſt Ages. That 
Emperors and Princes have thus believed, let us hear ſome of 
groatet note, and moſt preſſing to us. 

. a good and learned Father, faith, That Hereſie 
muit-be catoff with the Sword of the Spirit. 

-Conftantinus; the Farher of Conantine the great, laid 
this down for a Principle, That thofe that were Diſloyalto God, 
would never be truſt» to their Prince; - And which is niore, he 
liv'd'thus,- and ſo dy'd, as his great Speech to.his great Son, 
on is Death-bed, amply evidences. - 

Conſtantine the Great, in his Speech to the Roman 
Senate, tells them, There ic this drfference between Humane and 
Divine Homage and Service, that the one is compelld, and the 
other ought tobe free... 

Eiiſebius Pamphili, in the Life of Conſtantine, tei's 
us, that in his Prayer to God, he ſaid, Let thy People,” T be- 
ſexah;whee,” defire and maintain Peace,. livin” free from Seaition 
26:the common good and beneft of all theWorld; and thoſe that are 


led 
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led evey with Error, let them deſire to live in Petce and Tran- 
quility with the faithful: for friendly humune Society «ud Com- 
merce with them, will very much avail tobring them to the right 
way. Let no min moleſt another,” but let every one follow the 
Perſwaſion of rheir ewn Conſcience : But let thoſe that have 4 
true o niou concerning God, be perſwad:d, that ſuch as regulate 
therr Lives by Gods holy Laws, do lead ax hoty and upright Life - 
But thoſe that will not conform thereunto, may have \uberty to 
erect and ſet up Altars. Bur we wil maintain ce Church” 
and true Religion, which thou haſt committed to our Defence. - 
Moreover, we deſire that they may joyfully receive andwellcome thas 
general offer of Peace and Concord. 

This was the Judgment of the moſt celebrated Emperor 
that ever profeſſed the Chriſtian Faith.” 'T have cited other 
Emperors in the Rody of this Diſcourſe; -but becauſe the 


- worſt are tobe commended \ hen they do weH,Ualens him « 


{#, charm'd with the {ſweetneſs and ſtrength of the Philo. 
fopher Th-miſtir's in his elggent Oration, giew moderate 
tow arts the O'thc dox; whom a little infoce be had ſeve. ely . 
treated : Of hich theſe were the heads ; "That he perſecuted 
without reaſon” People of 200d Lives: That it was mo crime: #0 ' 
think or believe othern:ſc than the Prince beliewed : That heonght 
not to be troubled at the dive; ſity of Opinions: That the Gentiles 


were much more divided in their Judgment than the Chriitians : © 


| That it [ufficeth,: that every Seft aimed-at the Truth, and lived-- 


virtuonſly.' We have had Modern Royal Examples too. 
Stephen. Kirg of Poland. declared his Mind in the 
point controverted,' thus,” -T;am King of Men, and not of Come 
ſrience ; « Commanatr of Bodies, and not of Souls. 
The King of Bohemia was of opinion,” That wens Com- * 
ſetences 8:9ht in no ſort to bewviolated, urged or conſftrained, 
And Lftly, "et'me a'd (as what is, or ſhould be of more 
force) the ſence of 4g James and Zzing Charies <> 


(52) 
-Firſf, «Men,. as of ſupream Dignity, ſo famed. for' their 
- great Natural Abilities and acquired, Learning, Jt Fs 4 fare 
: Rule in Digrinity (aid King James) that God never loves ts 
- plant his Charch by Violepce and Bloodſhed, Andin his Ex- 
. pobtionon the twentieth of th: Revelations, he ſaith, That 
. Perſecution.is the note of . « falſe church. 
And in the Advice .ot &ing Charles the firſt, to- the 
: fate King,, he lays, Tate bred of. abetting any Faitions ;. your 
« partial. 444247172 70 any are Side, £4515 3ou not {0 great. Advan. 
.Fges is ſome prens hearts (who are Q298e to be of \ thrir King's 
Religion) - 4s it loſeth you in others, who think themſelves, and 
their Profeſſion, firſt deſpiſed, then perſecuted by you. 
Again; Bewareof Exalpzrating ay Fations by the croſneſs 
.Caſperity of ſome preng. Paſſions, Humars or private Opiniags ine. 
.ployed by you, grounded only upon their difference yn lefſer matters, 
5iÞ'ch are but the Skirts and Suburbs of: Religion ; whereina Chari. b- 
. able Congivance 47d Chriſtia» Toleration, .of7en diſſipates 
#heir ſtrength, whom Roygher Oppoſition fortifies, and puts-the 
 */piſed and oppreſſd Party into ſuch Combinations, «s mom 
exable thers to get a full Revenge. cn thoſe they count their Pore. 
_ cutoxs, who are commonly «ſiſted by that vulgar Commiſeration 
that attends nilthat. arc [aid to ſuffer under the Notion of Religiog, 
Alvay:.keep up SOIl1td Picty,& hoſe Fundamental Truths 
{which megyd both Hearts aud Lives of men) .with impartial Fa. 
w-0ar and Fuſtice. Tons ['rerogative t# beſt ſhown and exerciſed jy | 
Remitting, rather than Exatting the Rigonr,of Laws; there 
beinz xathing tyorſe than T.egal Tyranny. 


To. which 'Excehent Wifdom- (fo excellently expreſſed) 
2BKI0J James, the S2zcond is che undoubted-Yetr, - with 
:theImperial Crown, to whoſe Dzſcent and Succeſſion it was 
«Ziyep, and it does belong, And {o, 
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